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By TIM O'BRIEN

A weei from (oday, James-
town's 10,000 Maniacs will re-
lease “Peace Train,” the [irst
:ﬁle from. thelr new album.

the band is planning to fim
the video to the record Joeally,

The band's second mljur]‘;hnl
albwn, In My Tribe is due in
record stores nationwide July 22,

Lead vocalis! and |yricist Na-
tilie T!\'Icrrhnnt faid Lhe new
recond is more personal than the
band's first national release,
1985's The Wishing (hair,

L § mmm this album to avoid
veaily broad ssues, * sty

il nc s M aes
Wil Bt :
on the album: The topics include
child abuse, alecholism, home
lessness and illiteracy,

Michael Stipe, vocalist for Lhe
band REM., accompanies Ms,
Merchant on “‘The Camplire
Song.” a song aboul exploiting
natural resources,

Oné of her favorite an
tlmmurd,shes.aid.,is“ erdi
Cries.”

b | iwruu- it last summer when
we were rehesrsing at the Pal-
ace Thealer," she said. Producer

ence in rock music,

"What's the Matter Here?
wrilten by guitarist Robert Buek,
= another favorite, Ms. Mer
chant said,

1 like them all, which is good

o ' acs

New Single To Be Out Next Week

And that's the way 1 listen to album.
music. 1 don't lopk for & particu- The band's ngm.-mﬁ to. wark
lar sound or style. On this album, with Asher, who uced hits

there are s6 many different
styles represenled.” 1 think [
would y be enticed by that

The record eficompasses bits of
gﬁpﬂ. folk pop, rock, disco and

ng music, she noted.

Unlike The Wighing Chair, the
new album does not refer to Jopal
places. "I did Write a song about
my brother. I's a home refer-

A.ru?uninst - wishes. "
el but_one ¥neg s original
“Péute 5 a cov A

Cal Stevens' song, Bul Ms. Mer-
chant said she is not sorry the
single was not written hi;' the
band. "I think it's the bes wiiy
Lo introduce to our band.'

Onee e e familiar
with the single, she said, “maybe
they'll be more open to our
ariginal material,"

The video to accompany
“Peace Train” will be filmed
locally next week, Ms. Merchant
gatd. It may film in Allegany
State Park or by Kinzua Dam,

But she added she wants the
video's content (o remain a sur-
prise for now,

The band's records — which
Imlh:&e two indépendent releases
— have received greater recogni-
tion overseas than in this coun-
EF' Half the copies of The

ishing Chair were sold in Eu-
rope. And the band has received

from fans in Japan and
even Poland,

While the first album only sold
70,000 copies, Ms. Merchant =aid
Elektra, the band's record label,

2l be - :
R e

depending on how long we go an
doing this.” i S

I the album was not by her
hand, Ms. Merchant gajd, she
would still buy In My Tribe,

[L1ILE ' i

time. The band’s contract calls
for them to produce eight
records

With In My Tribe, she said, she
would like lo see the band at
L I [irs

QORI s ma |

~ahelc_ldons  she guL ‘Eﬁ;}a =

e ——

for Linda Ronst kl and Jnlm_ei'e
Taylor, helped Elektra keep faith
in ﬁmn she zaid

“A lot of people hear “horror
stories aboul the way people in
the record industry manipulpte
bands,” she suid, Bul the Man.
incs have never E:Erlmwd any

blems with their label, E:'.r-

ps because lis president a

fan.

Asher also was receptive to

5 the way, he was ver
dllﬁomatlc_ He rellerating,
‘T'want the band to sound like the
band." He just improved on the
actual sounds of the recording."

While the first album was de-
signed as a whole, the Maniacs
focused on writing some singles
for In My Tribe Ms, Merchant
said. "'We had written songs that
could get us on the radio.™

To write a song, Ms. Merchant
said, “‘we usually come inly re-
hearsal with o chord progression
and decide on o rhythm pat-
tern.""

She then picks out a melody,
and the lyries flow from il. "I get
certain images in my head'when
I hear music,"" she said.

The new album will be re-
leased on compact dise, and The
Wishing Chair will also be avail-
able on ot dise for the first
time — with two mare songs,

Ms, Merchant said she grew up
listening to bands like Ro
Music and David Bowie an
knows whal a “powerful addic-

s cadk e Lhalls wiy .
must be careful about |
choosing what they say,
| music can unify peo-

ple in o way,"” she said. "What
can be more personal than a
person ainging about :na!h.‘mg

4
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