The Drummer

Jerry Augustyniak's family has always found him to be

This man has o swarm ol relatives, who crowd around
him like the workers in & beehive. Thev are his inspiration,
his belfevers,

This man is the true childlike inspiration of the band.

Uri slage, he is as light as o monkey, scrambiing among
his drum sel, asif he hopes the music might never end.

. Midway through the show he throws his stick up in the
Alr — and catches it
U just threw il up because | couldn't hang anto the

ILis not stirdom, however, which beckons him
“Llove to play if there's anytody aut Uiere who will hisgs

This, for him, is.a love, nit money ar 5 job

"I figure if 1 were to gel a real job, 1'd probably ke all
my money and go Lo school for avto mechanies, he savs

With the maney be has made fram the band. Augistyn

lak has bought a '65 Ford. 0U's like 2vears old und it's the
most ridicy - simple thing," he ekplains. On the might

al the concert al Darien Lake, it overhen

things,” he says after the performance
and came down

betiding spot.

No more. Now he shows the skin with a forceful pride.
Someone comes up to him with a Tishirt with the

Maniaes pictures anit,
His cousin,
"Where do you
get one, " he says ;
£ Ldonlkogy,’ his cousin replies,
mdnliiam_with- glasses "
He hugs hiz cousin “‘Mast
taller than me and betier
becise I'm o rock stne,"'

By TIA SWANSON
Tonight 10,000 Manlaes concerd-goers
should expect blue and green, dark and
!ldixh stories and songs. .
Members of the band describe I My
Tribe 45 sky blue and light.
* And now they're tulking about their
e b, one tha) s going 1o be about
Ahe color green in tone, darker in mood
and [ull of Blories.
Tonight will mark the debul of some
ow 100000 Monlaes songs, anes that
ﬂ-m bt o Lhetl third major-label album
they' It record in Novembes
Afler o year of promoting In My
Tribe the band seems ready to thckls
the new fare, and exciled aboul what i
halds

“*This one is extremely allegorical,
says singer/lyricisi Natalie Merchanl
The measage, she suid is-“going (o be

“It hit some lights
"Inal wias the closest to jockdom 11l ger

:’iugm_ll:tm is. 8 small man; with a shaved hoad, ;
lang ago, he always wore a stocking cip or a toupe over his

stunding next to him, admires the shirt
Bet that," he asks Augostyniak, “I'd like 1o

“1'd like to _get e
S o o g g - g
o his own pleture and 1ugh. 1 ook fike e b

ol my nephews and nieces are !
looking, "but 1 don’l care — mﬁ,"ﬁ’““ and a wave (o his family
the |

: | ented on the wav un
Augustyniak is
Jamestown

Not ton s family's house,

the only Manipe who doesn't live (n
He has lived ull his life in Buffalo; he lives thore &Eill, o

They live near the east side railroad terminal, he snys, o
beautiful building that i
“I go there and just ima
World War 1T — guys
use it once 0 u blue moon for polka dances.

It 'was Augustyniak thal wrote the
Sister Rose 0 swinging polika-like

now a lonely place
BUYE coming home foom
like Clark Kent — now they

music for the song My
tune for which Ms

Merchant wrote lyries aboul o sisler's wedding day

His Inm.-

ahf0 inch Lulkiog ol e aflecennes party.~
Ak excuses himself. Most of ity is thed
' wants b Lalk (6 (hem, .
of the Inst bright imnges of the coneert. After -

the [irst encore he'comes up to the microphone and sends 4

his family is Hyere,

ights fade.

New Maniac Songs To Debut Tonight

masked by the story more than ever
befope.

But, says she, '] think there's a ot of
serious content,”

Ms, Merchant says mueh of her
inspiration comes from magazines and
books, but “other times it will just he
something | overhear in 2 bus station ™
- m is" eptirely responsible for the
¥Tics;

But the rest of the band contribules
{0 the music :

"Everydne gencrally  writes :
separately,” says guilarist Robert
Buck. "They're generally o song musi-
cally before Natalie writes lyries

Buck said he expeets more from this
record. “We haven't made our best
album f'el he says. “It's stll two to
three albums away.”

Keyboardist Dennis Drew agrees, al-

though he adds that "It really ok
sible to el until you get through [':'qum
ve to belibve,

"1 think the last record was about
boing focused, elear,” he savs “The
last record was concentraling
beat, the arrangement, the vocals — w
get the point aeross; o be very clear
ithout what we felt and thought

He ufel his s proud of the band's role
in that accomplishment, “‘proud of the
rhythm and the ineredible precision.

But/ this time (ke album “is going 1o
be strong, maybe a bit scary, hopeiully |
a little more mysterfous, ot times
musically — 1 don't want to use the
Words exotic — maybe daring. "

In bassist Steven Gustafion's words,
“the. Jast revord was sort af sky-hlue
and this next one is going to be a {orest-
green:'”

i
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