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While former singer Natalie

Merchant is pushing the 1.5 million

mark forsales of her solo album
Tigerlily, the new lineup of 10,000
Manines characteristically returned
home Friday night, playing their
first concert since their reformation
1o a sold-out house at Jamestown's
Reg Lenna Civic Center. In addition
to drummer Jerome Augustyniak,
the lineup includes an original
member, guitarist John Lombarde,
and vocalist and viola _.u_nwnq Mary
Ramsey, with whom Lombardo per-
formed in folk duo John & Mary
befare rejomning.

The homecoming concert that
beganat 8 p.m. demonstrated the
band's commitment 10 118 COmmuni-
ty: proceeds from the show, which
one member estimated would cost
the band nearly $3,000, will benefit
The Reg Lenna Civic Center, the
very spot where Lombardo first quit
the Maniacs,

Mary Ramsey, filling the spot
vnce held by Ms. Merchant, obvi-
ously felt welcome by the band's
hometown crowd.

““What do you think of your
native sons hére?'" she asked before
the audience erupted into jubilant
applause. She told fans that she
grew up nearby, in the village of
Fredonin, The ¢rowd accepted her
s their own with continuous
applause and even some whistles
from male members of the audi-
ENCe,

*lamesio rty, " lived up to is
pame. It True community
event, withithe Jamestown High
School A Cappella choir and Band
opening theshow. The A Cappella
choir sang faditional holiday music
such as “THe Holly Tree.”” Music

Director Brian Bogey early in the

performance ndicated the city's

mo..._o.n mﬁ_.___m about the concert when
made an announcement about

illegally parked ears at a nearby lot.,
“*Pg huﬂ.:. be lowing sway
cars,”” hesaid, *‘However, they will

watit until after the intermission.”
“We didn't fit the exact matif,

| cool,” said Heather

Oberg, a member of the choir, while

the Maniacs played. " All (the other
kids) thought it was fun because we
know everyone out there

Tonight it scemed really dead. Now,
it's cooll

The high school band followed
the choir' s performance when the

houselights went up. Atthe sound
of a whi pbers marched
down the n:ﬁ#_:q misles and
gave a.cofcert unﬂ..cu_,ﬁ&nu_:in
sound. Musiciang: next to
audienced raﬁgn m_muﬁ_
songs ranging from a Christmas
aa%_ﬂ__,.. ‘”.wa@n_.u **Upown
gmﬂ._ua & o a r ul

Their 5 .3_% set concluded
with the st me precision, as band
membersrereated from the audito-
rium, ing wasy for the Maniacs.

The 10.000 Maniacs® perfor-

Christmas tree off i the corner,
The 10,000 Mariacs’ music
must have met the éxpectations of
those nostalgic for their Jate '80s
sound, Buck's mr_ﬁuﬁmzw lead gui-
full with

ment.

Drew’s atmosphéic keyboards
created a palette upd which the
other musicians add@d an alternat-

ing folk and rhythm i
groove formed au.v.. 1hig bats
drums. And, Mary Rgms
completed a one-of-fkind sound
that transcended the g

fiable beat.

negotiations with a njijor record
labe! for a new recording contract.
The (nfluence of Lonfpardae and
Ramsey adds 8 new d
the Maniacs' music,
a factor in the group’ $8
the deal is complete.
The evening's audigo
o wide variety of apes§B
‘Gustafson, ina telephdne
prior to Friday's perfof
the makeup would be g
atives of all thre: mus;
He said returning o Jafg

_vﬂ.—.g_._ for an audicncconsisting
argely of family and (dends tends
to give Maniacs me b4gs the jitters

Both Gustafsonand [r
the Jamestown aréa.
“Playing at home |
toughest,”” he said. ©
to be a different set of -

the shining jewel of thegy, ' dur-
ing a press conference gl
December announcing theiconcert

The band’s passionate supgort of

the center, he said, comesffom per-

spective,
S gnsts 30 ﬂ.ﬂ:&:ﬂ toniing
it,”* hesaid, "' They are’n prof

sional theater, and we've played
the best theaters in the world. We
ﬂﬁuwﬁ_ the Royal Albert Hall mi

pricon in two sold-gul showsss
there, Carnegic Hall in New Yark
Radio City Music Hall for two Selkd-
out shows. (The Civie Center) 18
absolutely on a parwith all of ¥
those. It just huppens 1o be in o
back yard. The nm Lennais w:q. r
smiall version of all of those. 1S
just that we need someong 10 su
port it. ... You take that out of
downtown, you just cut its hear
ouf IS

Dennis Drew explained the
band’s connection to the Civic
Center during a pre-coneert inter
view,

“\We started rehearsing in here
ﬁagw_ﬁ 1985, he explained
“'One of my biggest memornies -
this s where John Lombardo qui
the band, right on this stage, That
wasin 1986."

The center has served both as a
rehearsal space and recording stu.-
di, & place 1o which the Maniacs
invariably return when working on
new material. Philip Motris, execu.
tive director af the Arts: Couneil Fo

longevity. O1d hits from the band’s
heyday, such as **Candy Everybod
Wants'* and the next song, '

Are Days,"" sent audience members
into a frenzy that continued through
the éncore, Jamestown's musical
heroes ended the evening of varied
music with the traditional ** Auld
Lang Syne."'

The concert made it apparent
that, in whatever direction the
band's career goes, the | 0,000
Manlacs are one old acquaintance
that will not be forgotien in
Jamestown.
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