Maniacs Establish Fund
ToSing Praises Of Moms

SMICHAEL POITEN

The lull Barbara Gustafson and Bridget
Mty Dl spent the best years of their rel-
wtively < _7 s giving a mother's love
and suppdet to their children,
pluring gualites impacted two
youmng ol whose rock band became one of
the wp mgical ucts of the late "80s and
early (1@ with two albums topping the
mitliion nfrk

The vagy women's contributions 1o their
familics del to their families” lives have

en e alprialized by their sons, the

WA iacs’ Dennis Drew and Steven
[{TETHTES

The tagmusiciany estublished o special
fund 1o h@aelit area mothers in their quest
for edie flon. The funpd Is being adminis-

erd B e Chattaugus Region
Community, Foundation,

The Barbars Mae Gustafson and Bridget
Mary Decw Scholarship Fund — the B&
Scholisrship Fund. = 15 an qutgrowth of the
bandmates’ desire (0 help others,

*1L iR escholarship to be used for mny
miothenfrom Chautauquy, Cattaraugus or
Allegam counties attending JCC who has
financial need,”” suid Florence Cass, direc-
torof &g mmunications al the Community
Foundat ' m.

Womonwith children who are attempt-
ingt to g gle evervday living and acadenia
need o0 gl and financial endorsement, the
twio mbls Eians agree.

TheetNandd, given for one ve&ar, can be
used for sghooling, child care.or whatever is
needed Hthe recipient, Gustafson, the
band ‘st @sist, said,

Ty Moy, we'll award the first scholar-
ship afl Vother's Day,™ he said, ““We'll
proba 0 It likethat every year.” The
fund ppped the $10,000 level, This
vear st Rlication deadiine is April 20,

Asfhcgl 0.000 Munises” final effort with
singed™ dlic Merchant, the Unplugged
albimg < lfimbed the chars, IwWo events
changed Brew and Gustafson's lives.

ThHE (il was fatherhood — both had
childgen @ the months following the tour.
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Dennis Drew donates a platinum

Unplugged CD to 85, Peter and Paul
School.
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that were reinforced duringexier
ing.

The idea for the fund began dudng a dif-
ficult chapter for the 10,000 Mamacs,
Natalie Merchant left the group in August
1993, The miedia speculated her departure
spelled the end of the 10080 Manjics.

By the following February, hovwever, the
Manincs gained two new member who had
long been associated with the band;

Mary Ramsey, o classically trmimgd musi-
clan, played violin, viola and sang with
John Lombardo, one of the origin: 110,000
Muanincs, in » folk duo dubbed Johrand
Mary, Ramsey played on the Enp/ugged
and Cur Time In Lden albums, 1

Lombardo had often plaved E...,rr. the
billing **former 10,000 Maniacs® c@itarist'”
as thielr star ose in the late “80swhile he
wiis playing in such bands as the B ilEUps.
“._aﬁ reads and John and Mary inithe)
Butfalo urea. -

The 10,000 Manacs touch dow niin the
Joeal area at The Marguee at the Tralfin
Buffalo next Saturday, April 8, a8 9 g,

Tickets for the 18 and over shiyw e 510
presale and 512 at the door. Twolothgr sets
apen the show, Doors open ot 8 fim. §

Drew and Gustafson attended Jamgstown
Community College together bef@re
Maniiies took off. Seeing the nGJ_J while

g . B

¢ lour-

Steven Gustalson performs during a SL
Bonaventure show shortly after the new
lineup formed.
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on wour made Drew share his mother’s
enthusinsm for higher education

*Lyndon Johnson said all the problems
in cur society can be solved by one word

- education,'” the keyhoardist sald. **We
can solve the problems of paverty und the
prablems of vialence if we can gel every-
one in education. IU's o woplan idea, but
you can't reitlly make it out there if vour
education stops with high schoaol,

“*With oduy's economy. evervone has 10
wark,” Preéw said. *1 think that's a
tragedy.””

‘T band members encourage others
who share their concemn for area mothers (o
contribute to the fund through the
Community Foundation,

Gipstafson said his and Drew's parents
“were very supportive of the band. They
did everything they could to see us continue
in music."’

Gustafson s commitment also stems
from his dedication to the Jamestown drea,

“*Justbecause of my career choice and
the success 1've had, I'm able to share some
of ity especully in my hometown,” ™ he said.
““1plan on dying in Jamestown. I dug my
rools indeep.”’

*“We thought we'd dowhat our mothers
wotld want us to do)" Drew said of the
fund.




