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The Story of the Movement that Gave
the People of Jamestown an Outstanding
~w—Public-Utility System-and-a-$25,000,000
Community Gain. And the Unique Role
Played by Samuel A. Carlson in His
Fifty Years of Public Service.
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SAMUEL A CARLSON

Retiring from Mayoralty

1635

Samuel A, Carlson serveld his native oity 26 vears s
Muayor and 24 years in other capatitics sueh as Couneil-
man, Member of the former  Beoard of Poblic Works and
Mimher of the Present Board of Public tilities. He also
gerved two termy s Predident of The New York Stite Con
verene ol Meyors—irriiEs e wisT el osen RPN of A
17-Member  Commssion of Municipal Experts, Engincers
aud Civie Leaders seleeted by the Carl Schurz Foundation
th Investisate Uity Goverminent in Hurope, On .f;|||i|'||'l1, L
1838 the City Coonedl eondersd upon Mr. the Title
af **Mayor Emeritus "

Liarison
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In his I‘:|I'|I"-' _‘-'IIII|iI Mr., Carlson |ll'l_:.i];. the J|.]\'|||I;L|'_',' aof
Civie Reforms aud made the first proposal at g publi
Meetine that Munieipul I'ti|ir_'. Syvstem be installed

In 1893 Mr. Carlzon was plopted @3 an ]Ij||_|"||-|-||-_-||'||[ Liint-
ealn Republican Couneilman. He immedistely began intro
ducing resolutions to sell 32,000 of bonds to provide the
inifia]l ‘spuipment for gencrating eurrent dnd selling it at
reduced vittes to the people, as voted by the taxpavers. This
aroused the private Usmpoany and the conservative slemoent
who leaed hoped that this *Cradica]l Muonieipal seheme of Carl-
s avould be shelved indefinitly, Conneilman Carlson
wis denonneed as & radical and a dreamer for proposing
an innovetion that had never before been tried out in any
eity in this country,

Carlsen Wins Eleolrie Baffle

Atter many heated arguments pro amd con during sev-
oral monthe the opposition  among other theties raised the
quostion us to the legality of the bond iz beeause of cor-
—teer—teelintent- T awsin-theald Chartas e ovder 6 ovacreom
thase objections Mr. Carlson procesded to quietly manenver
a speedy passage of o hill throuneh the Legislature. ot Alhany
|L'5:il[ilillL{ all F:-:-m-.-g--liux_r.q relative o the hond. issue hofore
ony. injunetion aetion by those who
were aonspiring to, block the propesed project. And after
Carlaon, having pulilie sentiment, he was finally
vietorions in metting his resolution adopted May 26 and
July 20, 1894,

The Alorning News of April 16, 1845 said **The penple
will remember that it was throueh the offorts of Samuesl A,
Curlson that the work of extending the Lighting Plant for
commercial purposes was brought about after a delay of
nearly two years, enused by obstruetions which weres placed
in the way by representatives of the private corporation.!’
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Clarlsan's fesalition

Conneilman Carlgon then took up the water gquestion
but his resolution to baild o new Water Plant wis defeatod
by @ tie vote Nov. 0, 1894, and the proposition remained
deadlocked Tor a lone pericd of time, mueh to the satis-
Fuction of the Pittshurelh Water Co. which owned the loeal
plant.



