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eontract be made with the Niagara Co. to buy power in-
stead of building a new plant here. However Mr, Carlson’s
regolution to procesd with the proposed expansion progran
wis finally adopted July 16, 18486 and is now under way.

A Justifiable Filibustor

In 1916 o suspicvion aronsed among citizens that certain
politieally minded Councilmen and certain contractors wiore
conspiring to bring about the repeal of the low cost paving
and sewer construction plan by dirvect monieipal supervision
which at that time was saving the taxpayers abont 23% in
the cost of snch work.

A Citigens Committee announced that it intended to
stmon eertain Couneilmen amd eontractors in a *John Doe?
proceeiding, o majority of the Counciliwen ealled 1 special
meeting for the purpose of recalling the committes and then
adjourned to within a few hours before Court procecdings
were to begin, Tt was then that the Mayor presented his veto
and took the floor at the Cooneil meeting in order to stop
action iy the Couneil to override the yeto to which he sup-
plemented the charter,

He began to read slowly {rom lengthy passages of the
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mént and in spite of the protests of some of the Couneilmen
who demanded a roll eall on their resolution, the mayor eon-
tinued to read until the Committee which was then secnring
sworn evidenee of collusion between contractors and Conneil-
men, had obtained the evidenee from which a basis for an
exposé could be made in & report to the City Council and
the publie, The result of that report was that no repeal of
the Munieipal construetion plan has ever been attempted
to this day,

An Unrivaled Record
Samuel A, Carlson (born in Jamestown, 18681 heginning
iz B0 year eaveer in 1893 was
2 times elected Conneilman,
4 times appointed Commissioner of Pahlic Works,
12 times elected Mavor,
2 times eleeted Tresident of Confersnce of New
York State Mayors,
times appointed Member of Board of Publie
Utilities,
4 times endorsed by the voters of Jomestown as
candidate for Congress,
And in 1933 he was elected chairman of a Com-
mission ecomposed of Municipal Fugineers, Pro-
fessors aml Civie Léadérs selectid by The Carl
Sehurz Foundation to investigate City Govern-
ment in Europe.
During this long record Mr. Carlson met only two de-

feats, one in 1927 when he wus defeated for mavor by Ex-

Conneilman ligys AT Larson maimly beenuse the cily Asses-
ment Roll had been uniformly ineressed by order of the
State Tax Commision which the mayor had no power to veto
and which made no ineresse on the aversge tax hill,

In 1933 he was defeated by ex-Councilman Leon F
Roberts who promised to seeure more publie utility profits
for use by the City Council while Mr. Carlson eontended
that such surplus profits was needed for expansion of the
plant, Mayor Carlson however was re-elected at cach election
following his defeat.

Malke Golden Rule a Reality

Mayor Carlson has always maintained an attitude of
independence in thought and action, He has stood for free
enterprise in the field of open competition but whenever
sueh necessities as water, light and heat serviee have bheen
monopolized for purposes of exploitation he has advoeated
City control.

He has also favored a municipal central sanitary mili
distribution system.

He helieves. that the precepts of thie Sermon on the
Mount means the practice of the Golden Rule in all walks
of life.
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He has Jong advocated an eleetion system which would
mike it less difficult for civie minded eitizens of scholarly
qualifications fo Dbe elected to public office, He has stood
for majority eontrol with minority representation.

He holds with the lute Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes
that freedom of spesch under the constitution means free-
dom not only for those with whom we agree but alse for
those whose doetrines we ablor,

Me. Carlson believes in combating radiealism and fal-
lusious theories with the power of truth and not by perse-
ention and other undewoeratic methods,

He wants full complinnee with the spirit aud intent ol
our Bill of Rights.
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COMMENTS

Charles A. Beard, historian, writes to Mayvor Carlson:
SYour Autobdpgraphy is a livine docoment for the history
of popular government, '’

Henry Goddard Leach, noted publisher and lectuter
said: ““No Ameriean sinee the mood Swedes Tanded on the
praciice of Swedish Adminizstration then Samuoel A, Carlson
has done in Jomestown, '

L

Justice Jackson: At the dinner given hy ecitizens Jan.
16, 1938 1o Mr, Carlson on the ocession of the termination
of hig career as mayor, Robert I Jackson, now 1L 5, Su-
preme Court justice, said among wther things: 1 am glad
fo make this trip here tonight to publiely aeknowledge the
debt that I owe Samuel A, Carlson, He, a republican, ap-
pointed me to my first public office, although 1 was a demo-
erat, The thing that I see in Mayor Carlson that liss enabled
him to keep his leadership during this long period is not in-
tegrity alone, most people have that, The distinguishing thing
about Sam Carlson has been a certain vision and basic un-
derstanding of people.

“The result of this vision was that no group ever wis
able to surround Sam Carlson. No little coterie ever conld
averwhelm him. He eonld think his way through them and
around  them.

“Whatever may have heen gaid about the wisdoem of Lis
financial policies, or the merits of particular projects, this
community has never stood for one moment in doubt that
Saw Carlson was striving for a good life for this eity, for an
abundant life—if yon will, for a wholesome life, ani for froe
life where men and women might develop without political
ur economie or social suppression or oppression.

Here is what the Jamestown Journal said Feb, 21, 1894
coneerning Mr. Carlson when most of our publie ¥mprove-

_Mnents were N the sonteovarsial sramer——— —

“The man who worked in and out of senson, to whom a
large shave of the eredit is due, is Samuel A, Carlson, IHis
sledge hammer aremments foll i all places at the right time
and no one seemed to be able to stand against them. He was
armed with an array of faets and figures and so well gronnd-
ed in his pesition that 1t was impossible to shake him.**

Post-lournal, Editorial, May 1, 1143: Down through
this long span of years, Sam Carlson has made & eontribution
to the life of Jamestown which entitles him to the deep re-
speet of all our people, regardless of differences in com-
munity polities and poeliecies. No one ean question the fact
that at all times he has sought with intense sincerity and
downright honesty of purpose to serve his native town to the
utmost of his ability, and that e bas suceteded in TR
lishing « preat deal of lasting value is true beyond the
shadow of doubt. In certain phases of city government he
has  pioneered  movements which  have eventinally  become
recognized as of vital significance in local history. Especially
i3 everlusting credit due him for his part in the establish-
ment and the developement of the eity electrit Hght and
water systems, which will always remaoin a monument to his
civie leadership,



