Here is what the Jamestown Jourrial said February 21, 1804 cog-
cerning Mr. Carlson when most of our public improvements were in
the controversial stage: ;

"The man who worked in and out of season, to whom a large share
of the credit is duoe, is Samucl A. Carlson. His sledge Bammer argu-

—ginty fell in oll pinces pt-the- ciphrmie-and no one seemed to- heghle
to stand against them. He was armed with an-array of facts aml Sppres
and s well grounded-in his position that it wos impossible to shake
nin,

In reference to Mr. Cirlson's connection with the eurly develo
ment of the electric plant, the following editorial appeated in ihe
Morning News of Anril 16, 1895:

“The people remeniher that it wns through the efforts of Mr. Carl-
son-as Chairman of the Lighting Conmaittes, that the work of extending
the municipal lghting plant, was brought about against poweriul
oppogition,” 3

As a further explination in reference to the above comments §t
should be stated that the municips]l utility movement had jts beginning
immediately after the Village of Jamestown had been incorparated as
o sty

The first steps were taken at a meeting of the Ethical Saciety,
which held public meetings Sunday afternosns, at which.a motion swas
imtraduced by Mr Carlion and cacried, to petition the City Council 1o
apthorize the construction of a'plant to light the business sireets of
LEc city. This resolution, however, wias pigeon-holed by the coancil at
that time.

Mr. M: thrﬁ: Murtyn, o manufacturer and a frequent contributar
to the press on local topics, gave viporous support to this proposal,
The Board of Aldermen, however, finally built the sireet lighting plant
at o cost of 330000 After this project had been successfully tried out
Mr. Carlion, gs stated above, was prevailed gpon to become a candidate
for alderman_op g platiorm callisg-for the expansion of ‘the lghting
plant at a cost'of $32000, for the purpose of selling electricity to the
citizens, which was not anthorized under the street lighting system, nnd
alse erecting ‘& new muiicipal water plant and other provements

—such-as-paving and sewers. Jamestown. wis the [rsf city - thie L S,
to sapply electric sorvice to the people,

The conservative citizens were up in arms against Mr. Carlson,
‘Fhey =aid he was a “vonthful inexperienced dreamer” They called him
& radical with visiopary ootions abiout the functions of government.
They wrote letters to the newspapers denouncing. his theories amd ac-
serted that he would lead the city government into fnancial bankruptey
b launching an ill'l]‘:'l:;l.t.rt and complicated merhaniem of electrical pro-
ducticn as part of the city municipal admimistation,

According to the eity stitisticil reports of 1955 during the past 42
years the total electric current folid to consumers by the locil electrie
power plant brought in about S38000 00000, Lossl consumers have paid
about one-half the tate paid by consuiers in citws sapplied by privately
owned plants and this can e sansideredl & saving o local consumers
of S3E000.000.00 during these 42 years—nearly a million dollars a year
average. In addition, the ity po.er-pliont has: been expanded and paid
for ol of revenues ond without toxing the citizens of amestown, its
willue at the-prescnt fime reprezenting many millions of dallars. Also,
the Board pi Public Utilities bas voluntarily contributed tax monevs
to the city in excess oi the amount which a private electric power com-

fy wotld have contributed although the courts of this state have

E:I-l that any |11|:||i:ipataflunr. supplyving utility servicé at low rates
therehy makes the equivaient of tax contrfbutions, and in some Yelirs
the Board has paid dividends to consumers ranging from 10 1o 20 per
eent. Allowance for deprecistion iy made each veir.

Miny peaple who talk ahout “ereeping socialism® averlook the fact
that any pubdic utilily system must be n monopaly whether publicly or
privately owned. In Jumestown she averdge home-owner gets electric
service for all howsebold purposes for-less than 15 cents & dav even
after the 18 per cent increase fixed by the Public Service Commission
i few wears ago. We bave frée enterprise in all privately tonducted

e i R T
af public utilities,

At Mr. Carlson's first clection as mayor he had three prominent
aoponents, ex-mayar 0. F. Price, Prafl H. E. V. Porter, then president
of the Board of Aldermén and ex-ulderman John C: Swanson, a con-
tractor, In order to give the woters of three minority groups official
representation in the city administration, he  appointed  ex-mayor
Price to the office of City Treasurer, Prof, Porter to the office of Chair-
min of Civil Service Commission and ex-alderman Swanson to the
oftice of inspector of paving and sewer canstruction. The politicians
tald him that he wounld mever get anywhers by that kind n:I'F:i poliey,
]tru: I|1-: continued to give minority representation on all appointive
poards, i

Alr. Carleon has slways favored control by the majority and fair
reprosentiation fo minerities inoall legislative hodies,  All ‘voters pay
their siare of taxes either directly or indirectly and minority’ groups
nre o ten more progressive in opinions than the majority.

The leaders of the recent two presidential conventions praised in-
dependent voters, Why should they not be officially represented in our
government bhranches?

Mr. Carlson continued to be elected mayor for eleven twosyear
terms and one four-vear term, the four-year term being in' compliance
with a constitutional prosision whi-h was required when the amended
caonstitution went into effec) providing that all mavors should be elected
in the gdd-oembered vears, and which was intended to eliminaté state
and national politics from city elections which had previously been
held in the even-nombersd years. This makes his mavoralty sarvice
years. Later e was appointed by Mayor Leon F. Roberts as o member

stirphus fu-nﬂ; to expand the electric plant fin_n.r_.dc-i.' to give more pq:n;';lq
lower electric rates. However at the next election Mayor Roberts was
defeated mod Mr. Carlion was re-elected,

Cine of the most impartant official EQﬁEﬂE ever taken by the Board
of Public Utllities was the purchase of the Niagara electric disttibution

_Eystem :],p,' dlﬂ; . ! ..di_uq._'vas litgation, confnden
and 8 kind of mivalry that was costly and with no gain or benefit to

either the city or the private company. Poweér Hnes were often tapped
by alleped mistake, Both of the electric anthorities accused each other
of taking power unlawfully fram the other’s lines. But it was not until
Mr. Carlson had returned to office to continge his palicies of complete
municipal control after his-first defeat in 1927 that the private Company
seemed inclifed to negotite regarding the sale of their distribution
system in the community. The company held ont for a million dollar
price for the transfer of its system in the Jamestown district. The cam-
pany finally consented to sell the entire system within the Jamestown
::rr{mr].- for the sum of $750,000 85 proposed by Karl Peterson. The
expansion of the ‘planl from 1908 to 1933 was engineered] by the Klander
Engineering Co. and Melyin Q. Swanson, Robert H. Jacksem, attorney
for-the company, advided the scceptance of the board's offer, (he was
not then Surpreme Court Justice,) Attorney J. Russell Rogerson was
then counsel for the Board of Public Utilities:

It should bie stated that it was Frank (. Anderson, an industrialist,
who plaved a leading part in first making the municipal electrie plant
d farmidalile competitor of the private electric svstem. In 1933 under
Leon Roberts Mayoralty administration, Claytan O. Johnson was ap-
pointed Superintendent of Pyublic Utilities, sneceeding Melvin Swansom,
and @t the close of 1956 Merle W. Smedberg was appointed to succeed
Mr. Johnson who had retired. The first Superintendent of the plant
waz the late Charles Sundquist, it was Ernest Caweroft who drew the
charter that gave the beard the nocessary expansion powers.

The Jamestown Welfare Departient under the direction of Carroll
M. Hall has come-io be recopnized s the-most ¢ficiently conducteil
in the State 'of New York.

It should be stated in this connection that when the alectric plaiit
wii in complete control of the Board of Aldermen elected hE partisan
methrde"in the darly doye 6 he clecteic lant dperatinne, thees e
only about 200 consumers and léss than $50,000 annual revenues, while
drurine the period of non-partisan administration the plaot’s list of
tonsumers has reached 18,000 with an annual revenue of nearly two and
one-nali mililon doliars up to the time of this writing. Artesian well
witer is supplied by the city at a rate of less than two cents for each
S0-gallon barrel and at this writing the city is practically free from
any tax-payvable bonded debt,

Mr. Carlson's Religious Views

Mr. Carlson’s religious viewpoints are based on the FTollowi
passages from Holy Writ. Micah the prophet said, *What does Go
require of thee but to do justly, add to love mercy and walk humbly
with thy God?™ The Great Master preached a doctrine of love, not
hatred. He sajd, "Blessed are the peacemakers” He said love vour
enetnies, not hate them: He never blessed the war makers vet we con-
tinue to conscript our sons for foreign bamtle frelds.

NEWSPAPER COMMENTS

Post-Fournal Editorial, May 1, 1943: “Down through this long span
of years, Sam Carleon has made a contribution to the life of JTamestown
which entitles him to the deep respect of all our people, regardless of
differences in communitv politics and policies, No one can question
the fact that at all times he has sought with intense sincerity an down-
right honesty of purpese to serve his native town to the utmost of his
ability, and that he hag succeeded in accomplishing a great deal of last-
ing value is true beyvond the shadow of doubt. In certain phases of city
government he has ploneeréd movements which have eventually become
recognized s of vital significsricr in local history. Especially is ever-
lasting eredit due him for © ¢ 0iin the estahlishment and the develop-
ment of the city electric N0 And water svetems, which will afways re-
inain o momument to his civic leadership”

rrts et ATCarison becomes g symbolTal
good gavernment, the most re-elected mayor in America.”

Charles A. Beard wrote to Mavor Carlson: “Your Antobiography
is a living dotument for the history of popular government.”

On Janwiry 1, 1938 when Miyor Carlson retired from the mayoralty,
the City Council conferred upon him the unique title of Mayor Emeritus
in recognition of his long service to the city of Jamestown, -

Referring to the purthase of the local Nidgara Power $f!tﬂn by the
City, the New York Times fn commenting August 16, 1931, said, *The
name of Samuel A, Carlson hecames closely identified from the begin-
ming with the developments of municipal electricity in Jamestown, and
he is the man who gives the personal human interest to most of the
ﬁ_n-.r;rnmenlal histary of that city for a longer period than is covered

¥ the average memory of the present generation.

_Mr. Edward J. Meeman noted Editor of the Memphis Press-
Seimitar published at Memphis, Tenn, sent Mr. Carlson the following
letter Ootober 22, 1956 :

Dear Mr. Carlsomn:

I am very happy to have "Sam Carlson's Own Story."

It is-a great story—one of America’s best stories, ane of the world's
storyes.

It is inspiring.
All good to you
Those who wish further information regarding Mr. Carlson's public

record can secure this at the James Prendergast Free Library where
his numerous scrapbooks have been filed.

biest




