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Pensionlissue Disturbs Lundine

By MANLEY J. ANDERSON
A few  Junketing congreesmen  apee
holding up  resolution of major  sociol
seourity legislation that must be com-
promised by a Senate-House conference
committes, B
fumestown) sal v
Lundine sald that ss o result of this
Junkets: the committee has not sven mel
yet. He explalned that he voted agninst the
House measure and feels the Sennte ver-
ﬂbjrnh:s_wume. :
Democratic Jegistator acknowledg-
ed that the soclal security system has
financinl problems. He said he fesls the
best bt ean hipe for in @ compromise bill
5 that the House provisions for' an equai
share ol the withholdingstax from
employer and employes is agreed to, along

Wilh tha Sanmre's praposen ca

Limdine said he believes! tHe proposed
soglal security legislation was not in-
novative enough 8 working vounger per-
sons will be paying ““very-steap taxes"
over i'long period. He noted the propossd
Increasee affect the large number of work-
IMg persons-to o ‘greater exten| than tax
cuts alrdady approved,

The congressman said he fesls |1 is @
TRgressive tax, noting the average worker
pavk mone [n socinl security taxes than n
Income faxes; "

Lundine sald indications are that many
adile class persons will lose ouf on the
benefit side of the leglslaiion. He explain-
Bd thut maximum benefits under soclnl
security hive been avallable to those ear-
ning up w0 SI60H but the Tevel now is
proposed 1o be raised (o 330,000 — meaning
that rhide earning between those two
Hgures will nat be able to realize max:
imum benefis,

The legislator said that for those per-

e el the DRIm “
defining disability and that

sons earning about $I0000 o vear, ot
taxes paid in support of social security will
be increaded significantly. He noted he
vlews the proposed leglsiation as only an
intermediate and nol a long term solution,

Lundine said he belleves |t w’mmﬂ;r
Will become necessary 1o “‘invade”
BEneral revenues 10 support social Securi-
ty ond, although he finds the rrust fund
concepl secepmble, fesls it cannot cope
with the growing demands
Sysiem,

The congressman noted he favors fune
ding the sociul security program by con-

tribitions of ome-third each from the

employee, employer and general revenue
fer more equitable application;
Lundine said that it general revenues
are not the answer, he would like to ex-
E‘_}quﬂ ar fipsneta RRE IS

reasonable
approach must be worked oot 1o get Into
the system those persons not now coverad
by it

On another matter, the legislator said he
Is “'very distressed” ar the inability of the
MNew York State delegation to work
tagether in Washington. He said the unit is
divided by the partisanship and narrow ige
terests of come of jis members.

Lunding was sspéci ally critical of fellow
Democrat Richard Ottinger of
Westchester County for his Introduction of
nn amendment to the energy bill withou
consultation. The measure called for
equalizing the rates paid by utllitles for
public power in the state and would have
illcreased upstale dosts considerably.

The famestown congressman said the
Ottinger proposal, which finally was
removed from the House version, ignores
the hiStory of energy development, dis.
tribution and sales and he feels the
national interest would not be served by

on such &

edualizing rates for power in individual
sintes. Lundifie said he balipvie Ottinger's
proposal ‘was aimed ar driving private
pawer systems oul of business,

The 39th District legislator sald he
believes present cosis reflect Eenerating
expenses and there is a need for o greater
balsnce of public and private power
nitionally,

Lundine sald he belioves
energy bill eventually ngreed on in Senate-

conferences will be & major factor
Indetmnmlngmedégmeufsucmnﬂhe
present Congress, He explained he fesls
the success of the bill will be based on
‘whether It creates a blueprint for:
America’s future, although it is not known
yet whether conservation and production
conflicts can be resolved. Lundine suid it
ilso s not known ver whether the final
Yersion of the energy bill will be'agreed to
before or after Jan. 1.

On President Curter's popularity, Luns
dine said he feels support among
Demoeratic members of Congress has
been generally consistent, He noted (hat
thé same time, there s & fealing: that the
administration 5 not very waell organized
and slip-ups have aggravated some con.
Eressmen,

Lupdine said he personally believes the
president is intelligent, hard working and
committed bl needs to have a Betier
organization and be mare decisive. He
said Carter has created his own Uncer ain-
¥ by his announced intent 1o reargarize
government, with buresucracs reacting by
determining how they best can remain in
their present jobs,

The legislator said Congress recently
passed a bill establishing grain reserves;
improved price supports and &n improved
food stamp program, but he has become o
skeptic, particularly regarding price sup
port programs for fsrm products,
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