Unified Housing Stance Needed, Lundine Says
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ts he will take mo further action
on their controversial public housing
issue until the elected representa-
tives of the city attain a unified
position on il,

Lundine, speaking before about 125
citizens at Dunkirk City Hall, said he
has worked with the Washington
office of the department of Housing
and Urban Development to buy the
city more time to make a housing
decision ﬂnnm.wEEm to HUD, Robert
Embry, of Washington HUD, must
eventually rule on @ recommenda-
tion from HUD area manager James
Anderson, that Dunkirk's $344.000
fifth-year Community Development
Block Grant be rescinded.

"I want you to know that 1 won't
interfere with local decision-mak-
ing...That is one that Stan
Lundine will not do,"” congress-
man said.

Some asked Lundine, uﬁ.ﬂnﬁ the
CAB-sponsored meeting, Lo the
ﬂ.?:ﬂﬁuﬁ stance Mayor Gary

ichalak.

Lundine told them that this is
impossible. “I heard a comment
made earlier this evening — and I
want to dispell it right now — that if
‘Lundine wanted to resolve this, he
could do it with one phone call,"” the

n
n%ﬁgahﬁﬂu..*uw@man Iot of § government for a change in the
crap.’” ng Assistance Plan, throy

Lundine told the repeatedly | which the cily government repo
that it is up to the city council and | its housing needs to the federal
the mayor lo resolve the housing | government,
problem. “I've had a difficull time | . I Dunkirk’s needs change, your
.Em.ﬂﬁamsm what the official com- | HAP can change ... I'm not here to
mitment of the community of Dun- tell you that it should, but maybe it
kirk is, So it's a little difficult for me " should be changed. That's the power
to go to Washington and ask for thi= ~that the local government has,” the
or that, 1 have written and asked congressman explained.
them (HUD) not to take action on  “What local government," asked
that (rescinding the CDBG) until Leo Wysocki, of CAB.
useful local discussion, as to whal :n___“w.: replied Lungdine,
the community’s position is, can take  *‘Nof the council,” Wysocki said.
place,” the ressman said, Lundine told the citizens that the

was lold by various mem- | HAF is drawn :.mmwun submitted by
bers of the Citizen's Action Board, ‘the mayor and the council.
which oppeses HUD's plan, | The which Dunkirk is pres-
thal the do not want help ently commited to, drawn .._mn_nuﬂ past
administrations, calls [or ion B

saving CDBG. They wanl his

help in getting input into that “com- | — « N._.wma._aw.& developments with sub-

munity position." sidized renlnl — housing, one of
“l am not here to he a respondent various HUD public housing pro-

to problems about the housing au-
thority, or the mayor, or anything
within the eommunity,"” Lundine
said. ""But once 've reached a
decision as to what community’s
position s, I'will work to help them
et the ubtmost federal aid behind

t decision."

Lundine told the citizens that if

. Adolph ainuzmacfﬁ_w: of ﬁw_uwu__._
ing of a8 proposal fayored
cllman Thamas Tofil, told Lun-

fine that he would rather see Dun-
irk institute subsidized home
ership for lower income people.

He said the mcﬁgamﬂ subsidy

ouid go lo low-income people
they are dissatisfied with the housing Father than the private developers of
policy designated for their commu- the rental projects. 1 don’l want to
nity, they should petition their local w.me the rich richer, I want to help

the poor along, On a tenant basis,
the poor inanmh.u continually depen-
dant." Wojnarowski said, 4

“1 smile when you say that
_.mmmmm Lundine, because ¥ i the _
au of @ bill called the Home
Ownership Assislance Plan —
adopted by the Senate and House of
Representatives — which says we
are going to subsidize home owner-
ship rather than rental units in the
future. With ownership, properties
E.ﬂn kepl up wn.Fnu.: u.ﬂ._m more
pride, more participation. The argu-
menl umn%ﬁzwﬁim it is that it
i a new pr m and we can't
afford to fund it However, we can-
not aiford to go on subsidizing rental
forever.”

That remark drew a thunderstorm
of J_ﬁwzﬁ from the CAB side of the
audience, {

Interestingly enough, a major
topic of discussion was racial segre-
gation: CABers argued that the city
15 already integrated, and pro-hous-
ing forces insisted that they oppose
segregation of the community, WS__".
ing at the arguments on a practical
level, however, one could pot hel
but npotice thal whites and ©
members were all sitting on one side
of the aisle which divides council
chambers and blacks and pro-hous-
Em forces filled the other side.

undine stood right in the middle.




