Lundine Puts

Emphasisﬁs n
Rurallssues

Rep. Stanley Lundine, D-James-
town, recently emphasized the im-
nee of a comprehensive rural

}opmmt policy, and stressed the
need for cuntinu_e}tlf cooperation be-
tween federal agencies and commu-
gégibgsed dﬁ{&;}nlzatinns_ in
oping an emen inmi-
vative approaches to rural p]ihc%nlm
S "Not si the 1930s have we seen
80 much attention focused on the
of rural communities and so
many new efforts intitiated to meet
those needs,” ne said in an
address before the Project Reach
annual dinner in Way N.Y.

Project Reach is a vate, non
profit organization which works on a
multi-county basis to im&w«: rural
housing soe; il seTvices. COTEm-
nity development programs,

disproportionate share of the
nation’s poor, Lundine said, continue
to be found in rural areas, and that
rural areas have more than half the
pation’s substandard housing,

“ziven the persistence of poverty,
underemployment and substandard
li conditions, additional federal
assislance will have to be vided
and targeted to special rural
needs, "' Lundine said.

He also outlined recently a ved
legislation which direcis %Epﬂ.l“l'
ment of Agriculture to draw up
development strategies and to coor-
dinate federal efforts o improve
these strategies and talked about
recent efforts by several federal
agencies lo provide new sources of
assistance for rural communities,

“"The recen| frend in federal suE;
part for community-based efforis
a healthy one," Lundine said, pre-
dicting that the trend will gain mo-
mentum in the pext few vears,




