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SAVE RECOVERED IN FIRE RUINS—Stanley T. Anderson,
center, general manager of the fire-destroyed Alllance Furni-
ture Company’ plant in Allen Street, Is shown exsmining records

taken from a safe recovered Ifrom the ruing The sale was opened

by Jerry Okerlund, contractor, sholve st right. Assistant Fire

Chief Bernard Swanson ls shown at left, The sals contained all

pompany tecords. some $B00 in cash, and $80,000 in invoices, The

_records were intael, although damaged by water and fumes.
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Sprinkler System Status
Questioned; Ruins Drenched

A decision on the future plans of the Alliance Furni-
ture Company, whose Allen Street plant was destroyed
'h}* fire Wednesday morning, will be reached in a few
weeks, sccording to Lester W. Berglund, Alliance president,

Mr. Berglhind  gaid compa-$=—
nv officlals met Wednesday aft-
ernoon and another meeting |s
scheduled for Friday sfterncon.
However, he sald that a de-
elslon as to whether or not the
company will rebulld or move
to another location will not be
made for-a few weeks. ;

The company's plant wasg lev-
ment destroyed by the huge
early morning blaze Wecnes-
day whieh o destroyed bulld-
ings of tha Creston Transier
Company, caused slight dam-

Company plant and scorched
ather bulldings: a=s far away
agz Barrows Sireet.

Insurance $514,000
Alliance Company offlcials es-

lion dollate. The loss was cov-
ered by o some §414.000  in.
surance, Mr. Berglund said.
All company records were roe-
covered from & mafe which fall
from the second floor Into the
ruins: but they were damaged
by water and fumes. Mr. Berg:
Jung said the sale contalned &
payroll and inveice records
along with order books, some
FE00 in eash and 50,000 in in-
volees.  The safe was apened
by Jerry Okerlund, contractor,
who used a bulldozer to elear
away much of the debris. An-
|ather contractor, George Pattl,
was. employed 1o tear away the
brick wall on the plant’s south
slde.

Sprinklerds  Questioned

There was sn“r_m
tlan mummnﬂﬁ-h
"of " the company's

sprinkler system. Fire Chief|
Rudoiph H.-Swanton sald It is)|
believed the sysiom was not Ing
aperation at the Hme of the
fire. He Inspected a sprinkler
valve found in the debris and
Clecovered it was closed.,

Mr. Berglund =aid t+ h o t
through testimany taken from
several witnesses, it Is certain]
that the sprinkler alirm rang
out- at the time of the fire, bul
it is not known when the sprin-|
kler wvalve was turned off.

Meanwhile, city firemen were:
sifll playing, water on thel
smouldering ﬂghrlﬁ this morn-
ing. Although the fire was un-
der conlrol by 6 AM. when
the bullding was Ipveled, city
firemen remained at the scene
throughout the day and night.
Some: flames kept llcking at

jing d  huee hillows of —




