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By PAT HOLCOMBE

ecause of a teacher,

a monthlong study

of the achievements
of African Americans is
being held in February.

Black History Month,

started by Carter G.
Woodson in 1926 and origi-
nally called “*Negro History
Week,"" has expanded to the
point where it includes lec-
tures, presentations, class-
room projects and exhibits
on African American culture

and contributions.

The very first non-Indian, dark-
skinped man, woman or child to set foot
in Chiutaugqua County will probably
never be known, According 1o histori-
ans, priceless documents that would
prave most of the early history of the
Adnican in America have been lost, were
never writhen or remain deliberately
concealed.

Early Chautaugua County history is
equally limited, Based on available
information, most of the county’s early
stories deal with abolitionists® illegal
civil disubediance,

Orher than fur-trader Joséph **Black
Joe"" Hodge(s), who is said to have
truveled through the area in 1792, the
first known black settlers, William and
Rachel Harris, lived in the county in
about | 814, Records show Harris had
fo prove he wasa *‘free’’ man‘and, once
he did, court action was noted as *“dis-
missed.'”

The William Storum family, said 1o
be “*tinged with black blood."” owned a
1 40)-acre farm near Busti, which is now
an Sundbury Road,

Richard Sweezer lived in the county
bringing his wife, Ann, from the
Prendergast family before the
remaining
Prender gt
slaves, Non,
Susan, Marie,
Johis.ind

of the Chautauyua County stretch of the
Underground Railroad.

The railroad began to roll in earnest
after the 1850 Fugitive Slave Law
enacted a $1.000 fine for aiding and
abetting runaway slaves. Though human
beings had not been “owned™’ in New
York state since 1827, they'd used the
“railroad”” sinee the 18305 o escape
ind *“follow the North Star'® 1o sure
freedom in Canada,

With lederal lawmakers now forcing
states to respect another state’s “stolen
roperty, " slave-hunters came (o New

ork regularly, armed with the new
law,

Church congregations took a stand
against the law and slavery, holding
organizitional meetings despite threats
of violence and the arrests of their lead-
efs.

According 10 the sketchy records,
sites all'over the county served the three
main roates of the Underground
Raitroad -

From Busti, the imaginary rail ran
through Jamestown, Falconer,
and Snelairville or Cherry Creek dn
Leon. The second route hit Mina,
Sherman, Chautauqua, Stockion,
Pomiret, Sheridan and Hanover, The
main route followed the Lake Erie shore
from all ather points south and met the
other two routes at Silver Creek. The

oal was a ferry at Barcelona or

uffale’s Black Rock section, and pas-
sage to freedom on the Niagary River to
Canada,

Slaves ran for their lives throug
every imagimable path in Pennsylvania,
arriving in Chautangua County throu
Erie, Corry or Warten, scarred, scare
and determined. People were hidden in
hay mows, under floors, behind fulse
walls and in any available covered area
on a filrm or in town,

Ign‘:‘tﬂméll Fvsm EEHEEMIEdE 1o :th
nighttime. Before dawn, 1 i
found hiding spots like S"mPL"ﬂP
S 's hoy bam at the rear of
Stiller’s Alley in Jamestown or in the
intenor concealed room of Squire Alvin
Plumb's house at the Pine Ridpe in
Bust;

Children of the abolishionists
recalled strange
people at thelr
Kilchen lahles
atall hours of
the night and




