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By PAT HOLCOMBE

Editor's nate: The following story
henet Jamestown residens Lula and
ivian Tavior inclisdey details abot
weir lives. It takes a look at loew their
vex mirrored that of the country from
e I 9208 ro the 19905,

Jamestiown resi-
dents Vivian
Taylor and Lula
Mae Miles Taylor
are living docu-
mentaries of the
African American
experience in the
20th century,

In 1926, two years after he was borm
il twio vears before she was bomn, the
ly of Adrican American history for-
v begpan in the U

INSIDE
® Underground
Railroad,
Page E-6

. United States with

i cstablishment of **Negro History
feck.” Today, the month of February
illy designated **Bluck History
lan Ii is a time when the Taylors
i1 display their own Black History
ibit af the YMCA in Jamestown. But
» e their Hife story:is like opening a
book of real life experiences.
Within the **Rearing 20s,"" haseball,
ues music and the beginning of **The
lock Rennjssance,”" Vivian Alexander
lor wis bormn in Walter Reed

Tex
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1o do what youswanted, but vou had o
w_ﬂ involved and make a difference. |
think that was the message.”

By the ime ¥ivian reached high
school, be began (o spend his summers
with an uncle and aunt in Jamestown.

Geprge and Carrie Russel| lived at
169 Fluvanna Ave, He was a construc-
tion worker and she was a waitress a
the Moon Brook Country Club,

I went (0 Jamestown and |
woarked,”" he said. *' saw a dilferent
wirld, There weém apportunitics and
vou knew just walking down the street
that something wasditfferent here.

“There were f#etories all over and
jobs for anvone who wanted one, Only
two companies, Marlin Rockwell and
Malleable Iron, hired blacks. They were
good jobs with'benefits and unions.™

Mrs, Taylor sgid she, too, had ven.
tured to Bufialgiwith other teen-age
fricnds onc year.

1 silad, O like it here. | could
tell the diffeence jusi by watching peo-
e talk to e@eh other,” ' she said. " You
1ad black agd white going about thei
business sogasy. [t was a pew world.”

Back in North Carolina, Taylor grad-
uated from filgh school. He enrolled in
the Stillmagilnstitute in Alsbima on 4
scholarshipfrom o white Presbyterian

B

ook Couple

Vivian and Lula Taylor of Jamestown created this Black History exhibit, held at
Jamestown. Below, the Taylors take a break in the City Council chambers,
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