Hospital in Baltimore, Md. Within three
months of his birth, the Taylor [amily
mieved back 1o their hometown of
Lincolnton, N.C., 4 small town shaded
by the Blue Ridge Mountains, cattle,
tobaceo and cotton farming. Lula Mae
Miles, bom in 1928, was living on her
family’s farm in Maiden, N.C.;about 9
miles o the norih of Lincolnton:

**We were happy,” he suid. **We had
strong, loving families and everything
you would need, except
Irecdom. The South was
segregated and no-mat-
ter hiow you'shce i, il
was still segregated.””

As v__,..w.,s Fetchit, the
lazy uneducated wrong-
y stereolyped Black
character, premiceed on
film and the stock mar-
kel crashed, the Tuylors
erew pp peacefully
while atiending church
and school — the foun-
ditipn ol their lives,
they said,

They wire aware of
the racism that sur-
rounded them, but
choose to ignone ik
Mhey couldn't kinow that
the ““Black Muslim
Movement,”” Duke
Ellington and the big
band era, **The Harlem
Review™ pnd the
National Council of
Negro Women's
Organization were
planting seeds for free
dom elsewhere in the
naticdl.

Qi Tose T .okl

Above is Vivian Taylor
when he graduated.

chiirch, ,_.:1ﬂ following year, he was
drafled intoithe Army and senl W
Europe. I 1945, out of the Army, he
used the Gil Bill and enrolled at Fisk
Iniversityin Nashville, Tenn.

That same veuar, Mrs. Taylor's mother
died, :

“*She pagsed away and it was lerri-
ble,”" she said. ** After that, | guess 1 just
gol my prigrities right. [ knew 1 wiis ot
going to milk cows or pick cotton for
the rest of my life, That
was not for me. | gradu-
ated from high sehool
and wenl (o beauty
school and opened my
own beauty shop and
did very well. After all,
they needed somebody
to do black hair™

The Taylors said that
right from the start of
their adult lives, they
were involved in their
communitics. They
urganized events for
charity, worked for
their churches, spon-
sored softhall teams and
other recreational activ-
ities for children and
adulls. They met one
suminer, as couches,
when his team played
her tenm,

*'We beat them
good,”” Mrs. Taylor
said.

The next thing they
knew, they'd fallen in
love, 1 just knew there
was something about
him that | liked. He
really had somethine

Tennessee of we can go
he told her,
T wasn't going o go

Jamestown,

no

Tennessee or Georgla oridlabama or
anyplace in the south. 14 did that, 1
might as well stay right Where [ am,"’
she said. *"They were lyfighing peaple
in some of those places #nd T was not

going anywhere near th

The couple said it did
would happen for them
time, The decisiop 1o m
Jamestown wias difficult
didn’t wanl to leave thei@families and
friends, but the work the§ wanted to do
and the aﬁeo:::‘.:.nm they needed 10
have could be attained iBthey went 1o
Jamestown. 1

“We were willing to
volunteer 1o help the cause of social
chunge,”* he said. **We jist couldn't
livet in %w_dmﬁ_.c: any longer.™

Even though Mrs, Taylor had a suc-
cessful E.mﬁw. shop and Mivian had
become a military veterafi and an edb.
cated man with emplovigent opporton-
tics thronghout the southy they chose to
move, {

*'Teven had seguired ® " white Bene-
factor’ to provide funds for a softball
field since “Negroes™ could not play
ball,"" he said. " Say it like this, we got
to the paint where we felt it was just
silly to live with this segregation. IE was
not for bs.””

In October 1950, Taylor left his wife
and got a job in Jamestown. In the
meantime, Mrs. Taylor sold her beauty
shop and made plans
to follow her hus-
band as they had

lanned. By
ovember, she

ik il et Banse o

t believe it
that place and
(8]

ause they

k hard and

their daughter, Lavon, in 1952, with
relatives who came from Morth Carolina
and family and new friehds'in :
Jamestown,

“Wewould spend all of the holidays
together,"" they saigl. **We had the best
times, "'

“We had wonderful friends and
neighbors,”™” he sakd,

That year, the Supreme Court ruled
through the Brown versus Board of
Education case. that *'separate but
equul”" schools were unconstitutional,

1e cases ignited a firestorm thropghout

the nation, for a variety of reasons. The
Taylors already
?:n.______, their children
would go o school
with al of the chil-
dren in their neigh-
| S A
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attend their school, the Tavlors bought
the home where they still live at 31'W
1'8th 5t

They were neighbors 1o the (amilies
of Geneva Mitchell, Marcus Lynch,
Thomas Entzminger and Raymond
Woods. Richard Dubois lived next doc
and he was one of only three people or
the block with a telephone, His numbe
was 885, When the nation was siunne
by President Kennedy's assassination
and Medgar Evers, the leader of the
Jackson, Miss., chapter of the Mational
Association for the Advancement of
Colored People was murdered. Dr. Kir
led & 200,000-people march on
Washington. He later recgived the
Nobel Peace Prize.

By the time Malcolm X, a leader in

the Black Muslim movement, was Kill
and Sidnay Poitier woan an [ eear e




