Fenton Program fqggées

On Underground Railroad I

By JOHN WHITTAKER
Im:]crai commission map-
ping the routes of the Under-
ground Rallroad should include
the town of Versailles, seid

Paul Leone, historian at
Piniton Migtovet CeRies Bur-
ing o Blick History Month pre-
sentation Saturday.

Leone told at%lrm:p of about
20 mﬁplc that the small town,
located nine miles south of
Lake Erie in Cattaraugus Coun-
ty, played a key mle as a con-

duit into Canada [or slaves rav-

eling E.lﬂné‘ the Underground
Railroad. He said the main

1839
part of the Unde
moad. Eber moved to Versailles
?t ‘about t%ic same time, estab-
a leg from 10
Vers ﬂi)noe in Ve .
slaves would be sent on f:u!m—
ﬁu us Creek, toward freedom

anada,
The group at Saturday's pre-

it
T

ol Tough

source isa series of letters writ-
ten by Eber Pettit, an abolition-
ist who moved to Versailles in
1840,

*“This is a spot that deseryes
to be recognided on the Nation-
al Underground Railroad
Map.' " Leone said,
federal effort 1o design a

National Underground Railroad

Park where pcapl-: would be
able (o trace a roube and see
how things worked. However,
documentation is rare and that
makes Eber's book even more
important,”™”

See RATILROAD on Page A-3

“There is & 4

Paul Leone discusses the Underground

Rallroad during a
day at the Fenton F

resentation Satur-
Center.

P-J phﬂtu by John Whitiaker

**T thought T was well

acquainted with the Under-
ound Railroad, but I certainly

never seen anything like
this before,'" Leone said, talk-
ing about his research, **1 was
astounded the way the material
in the remembrance is present-
it is a problem with
serious historiuns. Eber gives
them personalities and dia-
logues so the book turns oul to.
be a narrative as well as docu-

mentation.
While Eber Pertit
characters personali

ve the
es. he also

identified the role Chauumqut
County residents E‘u yed in the
Underground Railroad. He
wrole there were four main
lines for the railroad in the
county. While not zﬁscciﬁ-:al]y
identified, Leone said he was
able to discern three of the four,

The first was u line m:mlng
along the Lake Erie

.wm" &mﬁﬁy cmsinggj d

'*I1'1gara River.

A third line extended from
Virginia and Tennessee 10
Pennsylvania through the Sugur
Grove area and theton o
Jamestown, Leon,
and Versailles. The final trai
went rn:-rn nnstcrn Virginia to

Philadel :
Exce ftﬂ&ﬁ EEI' Pettit"s
letters also give readers &

glimpse into the way the rail-
road operated. For example, his
letters show an extensive
nization with a definite hea -in

few ways Chautau

Boolg@g@]zssﬁgyr Routes In Area For Slaves To Follow

Albany with agents placed
through the Northern United
States.

Not only was there an exten-
sive organization throughout the

, but members used
tricks to throw slave catchers
off the trail, In One chse, & man
visiting his brother in Fredonia
ran into a slave catcher who
asked for information. The doc-

sent the slave catcher to Dr.
James Pettit, who promptly
steered the slave catcher in the
wrong direction,

Though he discussed only a
ua County
résidents influenced the Under-
Eruund Railroad, Leone said

ooks such as Eber Pettit's
show the spirit of the Railroud,

““I've found corroboration for
Eber's wotk in other places."
Leone said, **You get'a prece af
information here, a piece f
information there. That's the
swaﬁ; of the Underground Rail-
road.””



