Crawford Plai

Workers ﬁe
Wages Involved

Firm President
Says Company
Willing to Talk

A strike’ by members of Unlled
Fumniture Workers of America,
CIO Local 45, maleriali at the
Crawfprd Furniture .’Lh.n furing

Corporation this mﬂm a5 unjon
and company ul‘l’icia.!s Iu e
now :u:mtrnnt na rinr 1o
the endline|
whlr.'.h szr. earlier

hgmy Ia nm: hnw_-

been underway sinpe Sept.
the main point of d:sn;wamr:nt b&h|
tween the two parties has been
er & wage increase for the mn
@t the plant.
Unlon members voled {o go uut{
i strike at a spoginl meeting lnst
icdnm-dw 1"rr:r “h‘lm Olfpno, ins

macheﬂ 8 sfa]i.-mt!- j
Sunday midnight as tl:u: deadling |
for recpening the falks before go-|
ing oul on strike today.

Clyne  Crawfond, pr&ﬁdmt of |
Crowlopd Furniture, sajd  this)
morning that his - committee i)
willing 1o meot with the union of-!
ficlals at any time.

He glated that the company quh-;
mittad jts final offer Saturday,
mnmum of an hourly wage ins
[erease of 3 cents immediately and|
2 ‘eenis June 1, under o twu-:,ft.'aT
contract. Mr. Crawiford slso said |
that the firm has offered 20 e$-
calator elayse that will compensate |
for inereases o the cost of lving
as meagored by the Buresy af La-
|bnr Statistics,

Sancdy Scarantino, president of
Local 45, siated that the 3J-cent
{hourly increase was offered on the
lamount of hours worked and not
{on basge rale. He sald that the
}uu-;rear proposed nm:;trar.p Jnalled
or no wags-reopener clange

The union had originnily sought|
& 1G-cent hourly increase bot hiad
scaled its request down 10 5 cents
on bgruu rates for plece warlker,”
and T eenis for day wotloers,

Picket lines wore eslahlw"'"
the plant this mormin

Mr, Searanling HJ lthH 1
membars whl hold a gpe™ oL@
ing at'3 PM. today.
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