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Little Theatre Reborn Amid
Rollicking Tale of Obstetrics

By LEIGH E. BURDICK

The Liftle Thestre of Jameos-
town was reborn last night—and
what obstetrics!

Frankly, we still do not- belleve
that George Warren, clever-a di-
rector as he Is, thought of the
parallel when he started the 1844-
45 season rehearsals 8 month bngo
with  “Three’s a Famiy" But
Litile Theatre directors could
have Tound no vehicle that would
mote cleverly have ushered in this
community workshop alter & ¥
of darkoned -sthge. e

Fromi the time the curtain went
up for the frst act, to the wmo-
ment it dropped 4t the end of the
threc-act story of wiarrtime Hving,
the audlence chuckled, elggled
anid guffawed as babies d and
adilts soffered in varving mid-
witely depross.  Actually  the
smooth perfommance was the. e
sult of many & ‘labor pain’ pob
vigible to the flrst nighters: who
hastened after the final curtain
to congratulate both the oast of
16 and’ the: directors. When ong
belare

. wers gEHrE .
would be p Little Theatre; when
it is remembered that rebearsals
were grammed (nto an ineredibly

titudinous details to be ironed paf
after the machinery started fune-

rh the framework
that made rﬁs first moasible
on Mov, 1 it 15 msdigtinet eredit to;
aclors, directors, stage hands, an
a host of others that “the babyis
doini: nicely, thank you."

From hore on the ‘houncing
bahe that s the revived commun-
ity theater should grow rapidly
and become SERANE,

But to get back to our ob-
statrics.

Belng  Interestod In this wiits
time rebirth of the Little Theatre
we =at in on sevepn) rehearsuls,
We knew Director George Warren
wng coaching many NewoDmers: 10
the Jocal theater. We knew the
cast was sprinkled with porsons:
wha mever hofore had performed
before footlights

Perhaps you will forgive  our.
pnthusiasm, therefore, if we hand
p special bouguet to Wayne .1
anderson, 8 poweomer tn this or
amy other theater stage who play-
o the part of Sam Whittnlken
with such convincing realism, He
proved that Little Theatre incesd

r

VIRGINIA STECKER
+ « » 0 Little Theatre “find’

is & jeommunity workshop! Not

ahort span, thet thers were muls |

cal . . il
%ﬂh‘ﬁ?iﬁ 'Wk‘w

to. appear belore the footlighis
Wayne accepted a tough assign-
ment #nd proved that intellizent
effort and adept direction are mir-
ncle workers.,

Anderson overcime 1he ob-
stacle of lack of experience in
portraying an age thal wis not
Criaturg] for him and earrying an
unt 1a number af lines
Pwithout missing 8 cus or disap-
[polnting & sympathetic audience

first curtnin. He made the part
of a middle-aged father all that
the author required.

It would be unjust to fail to
give proper eredit to Mrs, Minp
| Pushach, who played with perfect
feeling mnd naturniness the im-
portant pple of Irma, his spinster
gister-tn-lnw and thersby made
| Anderson's mole of Sam  much
{ pasiér to carry., Her's was the
perfect ‘support. She rose to the
eomedy  situstions graeefully but
gave to the part 8 sympathetic
understanding: that enhanced the
whole, That was to be expected,
far she had long since proved her
ahillty before other Litile Theatre
sudiences 0 years past.

Virginine Stecker, 17- vear-old
Jarmestown Businpsz Instiiuts pu-

pil and newcomer to the !

{which was with him from the

stage, did A finished job in the in-
gemue rale of Khty Mitchell,
young wife

Ak his host of Triends expoected,
Denton Wable, star ol many
earlior Little Theatre productions,
earricd off his comedy role of Dir,
Bartell, an ancient physician,
with firesse and perfect Interpre-
tation. His every appeArance ofi-
stage was the occasion of rollick-
ing - humor. But that too, was 1o
have heen expected.

Despite: Its sige the cast had
few weak spots. Contributing 1o
the sticcess of the first production,
to . continue untfl Nov. 11, are

Myers, Charles

{rop, Macelyn Gibson, Biarne Ha-
lgen, Clifford G| Olson,  Silvio
| Cnssi, William A, Anderson, Louise
Francls, Jeanne Crossley, Murian
Chadwick Peterson  and  Philip
Kraft, R

Failire to give proper credit for
success of the production to Anne
Brusone, why gmitted those baby

crics you hear offstage and
Lelind B, Ward, scene T,
whose & ! _ :Pl'ﬂ d &
delightful e t-

ful comedy, would be like forget-
ting the cream in peaches and

eream.
Yes, the ' Little “Theatre In

Jamestown 5 reborn and the next
growth that will carry it Into its

Tranter, Josephine Bodine Lath- |

few. years should see & heslthy |

own peemanent home. for surel
Jumestown must realize by th
time that here iz an Institution |
filling & definite nead.

ers and stage veterans teamed In |
{ this delightful comedy that proved
| Jamestown's  Little Theatre in-
{tends to take oo back seat In the
dramatic world.

Part of the action in this opens
ing production” takes place on &
Thankspiving Dey. In one of the

[elever lines that sprinkle the
| fhree -acts, Spinster Irma  re-
marke, as she waits for a baby
1o be horn: I

‘“What a Thanksgiving Day!"
|  Answers Sam Whittaker: “This |
isn't Thanksgiving Day, it's Labor

Daé'.e"

| tting the curtain up for this
"frst production of the 184445
isnnsnn certainly had been labor
| but we can say with last night's
{thrilled: audience: “Thanks for |
the obstetrics. Where do we Eﬂ|

oeal from here?"

It was svmbolic that noweoms- |.



