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‘tion of the former Shea's
|Thn;lter Bldg. tnto headguariers

The lead article in the current o1
NYS Community Theater Jour-|Jomestown, Inc,
‘nal is dedicated to a full page| The article,
‘picture and story of the renova-|Marshall

Little Theater Gains |

Publicity
Little unTThblatEr 9 ng I

written By

B. Dahlin, past
president  and i per- |

oymer and director for ‘_LT.i

—— I peints to the dream that started

in 1936, when LT was formed
as  an  ouigrowth of the old
Players Club,

Mr. Dahlin unraveis the chain
of evenis that took the commu-
nity organization to Iis' peak
membership of 5,400 in 1845; its.
bare survival through the 1950's
when only rent-free property to
operate from saved the thespi-
ans from a f(inal curtain call
when television was king: the
sale of the former Howard
Johnson Restaurant property at
414 Fairmount Ave,; Lhe pur
chase of the old theater building
at 18 B, 2nd 5i.: the fund drive;
and the curtain raisiog on the
completely reviamped, modera
theater plant, Iast spring.

pominal [ee and renovation esti-
mates ranged from §160,000 to
£175,000, With $80,000 from. the
sale of the property on Fair-
mount Avenue to an ofl come
pany. the board of directors
undertook a $100,000 fund drivs
to meet costs.

Total cost of the project,
which cleaned up & deteriorat-
ing span of downtown shopping.
area, was $211000. The
{heater's insurance Ccompeny
places the worth of the struc-
ture at half a million dollars.

Mr. Dahlin alse notes i)
parking ramp,  able to ac
commodate 350 cars, Is locatid
hall a block away for extra
convenience to patrons of the
theater.
~ Little Theater will initiate Is
first  membership campaign
[[ram its new quarters later this
|month: An upswing in sales is
expected due to more comforta-’
blv seatlhg, larger stage, betler
lighting and accoustical e
fects. convenient placement of
¢out rooms and rest rooms und
a large, earpeted, comfortable
lgbby for intermission
socializing.




