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The old Shea's Theater
building at Plng and m
Second Sireefs, a Inndmark in
the city since its mrntrwu“q
B8 wyears ago, has updergons
weveral [aceliftingsTn Keeping
with the finest lmditfhnl."ucl-
the t - . .

ead  of l]||= r!h"'tcnr.'

Hall, the strucluré s 'ﬂw

as the Allen Opera.‘lw
horse and buggy i ;

a path over dirt roads-to its

door until the house sulfered

extensive fire damage. e,

Elisha E. Allen was the first

een house manager in this
:ﬁmmmul:r eatahlishing  on
excellent ' reputation  with
vaudeville  comphnies  for
“general high character of at-
tractions.™

The bullding was refir.
bizshed and later opened ns
the Sumuels Opers House,
corrying on 4 teadition of high
theatrical standards,

Fifty years ago (in 1919,
the famed old Samuels Qpery
Houze hecame known a8
Shen's Theater.

Just six yenrs later, one of
the most elegant, expensive,
hreath-taking  reboilding and

refurbishing  projects was
underiaken, wnd Trequined
noarly two years to complete

I" i

mtniul ;[rnm.'[n.ur fypical ol

the times.
Lavish, formal dedication

ceremonies were held Nowv, 1,
1927, with the late Mayor
Samuel A, Carlson serving as
official greeter fo Broadway
stage dignitaries, outstanding
porformers,  archifects ard
designers [rom a widke aroea
and  leading oitizens  from
communities. all over the
enuniry.

Deacribed as A “sgeng of
riare beauty,” the magnificent
interior reporicdly had people
gasping in awe. The opening
attraction at Shea's Thealer
41 years:pgh was o Heith-al-
pee Vaudeville Review," pnd
distinclive photoplay, " Broad-
way,” and ““The Drop Kick:™

“Broadwnay,”" starring Ned

lite, and “'The Drop Kicks

Harris, WS sara of L‘nl}.|rw oot mﬁ_ b

WS-
e fogthadl  Teafiliae [_4_}_.[.‘11.

whose cast included  He

= ‘q.liunrm-'-

bi directed Lo suit The mood

thrilling  and-Speoth dlsesuuuy ey

aren residenis for many
VELrs.

~ Color scheme for the renew-
«d heater, you may

was mﬂﬁml red and :nld
wl'r.h touches of light blue and
Beauty wis reflected in
¥ corner of Lhe 1,700-geal
fMaritmm. Five exits wire
o each side of e play-

tile deslgn floor of exquisite
ornamentation. Massive
chandeliers of antigue
provided light. Two
icket-sefling  windows were
stalled 0 accommodate
comfortably the crowd that
ll‘lm?lsed 1o the theater,
. Two beautiful fivefoot wide
slairchses led from the lobby
lo the baloony with elegant
designs on  the cellings and
wulls, The 800-seat balcony
was lashioned to allow view:
from every =eat. Silk
paneln stood out in wolt relief
Lo stoné facings an Lthe walls
and detilled  omamentation
was Teatured on the side bal-
conies,

In the ceiling of the pro-
truding - baltony was ‘s dome,
Bkfedt in diameter, lighted i
direetly Irom lamps sel be
nenth an ornomental ore 'il]ll‘,;'_.

i Lerfor was oon
Iy

or of
intensity  eoold

teh w
fht of any

ol play. & massive cul-glass
chandelier, 8fect in diameter
and Weighing several hundred
pounde, hung from the center
of e dome.
scarlet red draperies en-
hanped original ol paintings
setin panels along the- wall
of the main floor. Ginnt
cantdelabra with huge ecandle-
stichs originally hung on each
st ol the main loor to pro-
vide lighting in preaz not =
réached by the center dome, €
The stage curiain was of
gold braid and hrocaded work £
Finkshiad on a red plush base.
Viéry comfortable seats of red |
loather (upholstery were in- €
stalled, and special provisions 'i
1

Wit fnade for a large stage
to neeommodate ropd shows,
so popular in this ares. The
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