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In a survey [ast year Little
Theatre of Jamestown members
indicared their preference in
theater to be entertainment

the current production &t the

East Second Sireet theater gives
them exactly what they were
for.

“Showboat'’ opened Friday
and three hours later closed the
might with a standing ovation es
the audience brought the cast of
70 back for repeated curtain
calls. : ]

Based on life on a riverboat,
the show depicts the Cotton
Blossom, which travels up and
down the Mississippl giving skits
and songs to the townspeople who
come sboard.

More than water separates the
litestyles of the town and river
folk as the players aboard the
boat form a society apart from
the post-Civil War world of land
folk, pvidenced by the attempl of
~ a sheriff to arresta light skinned
black cast member married (o o

or. Willinms Bas o buiss Bkl
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white man.

The fantasy lite of the: show-
bodt is difficult 1o recreate, es-
pecially for an avdience today,
but Little Theatre's use of a full

- stage otchestra, special lighting
effects. nnd nomerous sets and
costumes slis 1o the re-creatiog
brought about by the superb act-
ing of the casi,

Michele Constantino plays the
light-skinned girl, Julle, who be-
for her ouster from the bost by
outsiders, was the lead of the
showboal performances.

Her heautifully clear voice is
heard in the first act's “Can't
Help Lovin Diat Man," but her se-
cond hall solo “Bill", is perhaps
the finest plece of acting and
singing in the entire production.

But it is hard to make soch a
claim against other perfor-
mances in the production.

Douglas Willlams, as Joe, who
incredibly has never appeared on
stage before, nearly stopped the
show with applnuse following a
rendition of 01" Man River."

% 10 start
Is finally brought out with such
féeling that s almost as §f
each note s squeezed out by his
upturned fists,

Joe's wife, Queenie, played by
Diane Petersan, {5 also excellent
as she joins with Joe, Julie

, and Magnolia in "Can’t Help
Lovin' Dat Man.™

Magnolla, played by Leslie
Rohm. s the daughter of the
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showboal. captain, who takes
over Julle’s leading lady roie
when she leaves the boat,

she and her eventual hishand,
Gaylord Ravenol, played by
Wayne Prittie, provide the vehi-
cle for the plot, she is a convine-

ing Southern belle, he a smooth .

rivertioat type.

The musicel follows their
romunce, break-up and eventual
return through a variety of tunes,
including * You are Love,"” *Only
Make Believe,” and "“Why Do [
Love You?"

Mrs. Rohm's operatic - like
niezzo- saprano and Mr. Prittie's
tenor combing perfectly and are
Joined by the entire ensemble in
“Why Do 1 Love You?"

Comic rellef is found
throughout the performance by
Capt. Andy and his wife (Harey
Hall and Marge Broadhead),
Rubberfoce (Samuel Paladino):

and by a pair of backwoods type -

played superbly by Bill
Blanchard and Jody Deem
best tradition of Black

In the

who tells vhe world of the
boat's secrels.

Ellle and Frank (Suellen
Northrup and Chuck Vizine) also
add to the comic twist as a pair
ol “‘also-rans™ convinced they
should be playing the leading
roles on the showoat,

Additional performances of
“Showhoat" are set for Tuesday
through Sunday. eurtain at 8:30

A

p.m. except Sunday's 2:30 and |



