Neil Simon Comedy
Lucy Alpaugh and Marvin Boskin star in the

y

i Jamestown
venue,” whic last

production of the Neil Simon comedy, *Prisoner of Second
night and will continue this weekend and next.
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By WILLIAM M. FLYNN

Neil Simon, the glib, protific
Broadway playwright, can't do
anything- wrong. Even when he
does comething that by all rights
should be irretrievably wrong,
the elemenis conspire in his
favor 1o make it lirn  out

gloriously right.

The case in point is *'The
Prisoner O Second Avenue,” o
comedy that began an eight-
evening run-dast night &t Little
Theatre of Jamestown. The play
is about o middie aged Manhat.
fan executivi: who loses his job 1o
thet revession, certainly a topical
issue when the show hil

‘Broudway and, as the main
characier moans, unemployment
stood:at 6.7 per cenl Now that
the. play s available o com-
munity theater groups, the reces-
S pEcupies even more public
tttention and this topical comedy
Is vven more topical, (1 perhaps
somewhnl Tess eami

L LiL sl it eifecis

% 0ttt merinl col-

T the principal’ choroeier
— certninly make o cirious basls
for an evening of comedy: but h
il struck a responsive ehord for
most members af the opening
night audience. There 5 value to
gallows hwmar, even when I 15
the slightly blunted Simon Varlety.

But Simon, the oo often prais-
ed plavwright, does not deserve
all of ihe eredit for the substan-
tial suecess of the Little Theutre
producthon, The lhugh lines may
bie pure gifts from author to per-
former but in this case they are
delivered with sure timing and
thoughtful feeling for churacter
by two exceptional amateur ne-
tors

Marvin Boskin plavs Mt
Edison, the 46-year-old executive

a1

who finds himself wandering dis-
ructedly. aboul his fashionable
et SR npartment  n

between distrag tod wanderings
in Central Perk nnd on (o the un.
employment office. For a Simon
play this s a rich character, rag-

(-ing at the fnsults that New York

Clty daily hurls at is inhebitants
and ver showing frailty and sensi-
1ivity.

Mr. Boskin plays both ex-
Iremes ol the shaeasine e o



