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: the slightly blunted Simaon Variety

1

But Simon, the too often prais-
| ed playwright, does nol deserve
~ all of the credic for the substan-
tial success of the Little Theatre
production, The laugh lines may
e pure gifts from author to per-
former but in this case they are
delivered with sure timing and
thoughtful feeling for character
by two exceptionsl amatesr ac-
1ors.

Marvin Boskin 'plays Mel
Edisan, the 48-year-old exerutive
w’.lw finds himsell wandering dis-

tam apﬁ%mt e

between distracted wanderings
in Central Parkand on Lo the un-
employment office. For a Simon
play this is a rich character, rag-
ing ot the Insults that New York
City daily hurlsat ifs inhabitanis
m:f'yetl shn\rh‘lgﬁ*hlllﬂndm:’s»
tivity \

Mr. Bm,hin plays: both ex-
tremes of the charpcter and at
the same time fills in'some of the
_gradations in between to make
the portrayal whole. If a Simon
play is to succeed beyond being a
mere transitory amusement, it
needs this kind of acting, which
can add what the playwright has
left gut.

Lucy Alpaugh, the parrulous,
confident and oltimately frayed
Mrs. Edison, 'Is an approprinte

'one of the most versatile of the
Tegular LTJ players and she hps
given, the kind of performance
glu is expocted of her without

mply doing the expecied, She s
i chﬁnrm who lives at or near
the top of her lungs but is forced
to bear more than she can and
crumples under the. burden:

The cast also includes Mel's
* brother ‘and three widowed
sisters — Bernard Fox, Barbara
Land, Phyllis Baker and Armede
Brown. All deliver competent
enough performonces but, with '
the notable exception of Mrs.
Brown, 5l to pull the foll comic
potential from their second nct

seene 1ogether,
“Prisoner” quite definitely |5

aimon £ hest play, af Jeast por-
3 HgR _LliE_ cuinmon

mmm;r H’m thr.ismi:a&ﬂm
and the treatment purporis (o be
light but simultanepusly
succeeds In creating pathos
within & recognizable smotional
context, _

1t iz astrange underiaking, one
that is incompletely realized nnd
that, Trankly, has a rather dis.
Turbing outcome for the viewer
who takes in all that is being put
out, Which I8 to say that those
who go enly ta laugh a1 Simon's
g lines may do ohly thavbot fage |
thit danger of being struck by
more than they anticipated.

Additional performances will
be tonight and Sunday and ‘then
Wednesday Ilrwgh Sunday of
nexr week.
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