It's Lucy — among second-grade classmates at the old
Jamestown Eighth Street Schoal in 1919, The students are
identified as — first row, left to right: Harold Winzell,
unknown, Audrey Matson, unknown, Helen Knapp, Mil-
ford Anderson, Clinton Glad, Florence Farm, ELizabeth
Trask, Arlene Randall, unknown, unknowm. Second row,
left to right: unknown, unknown, Rabert Lawrence,

unknown, unknown, unknown, Beatrice Catlin, unknown,
Neil Keifer, Lucille Ball, Theodore Maison, Nelson Vail,
Howard Parker, Durwood Fairbanks. Top row, left to
right: Martha Austin, unknown, Herberl Nelson, un-
known, unknown, Dr. Albertus Rappole, Violet Frick,
Robert Peterson and Isadore Pott.

Lucille Recalls Her Childhood, Climb To Fame

i Editor’s note: The following are excerpls from a W75 interview with
Merrill Clute, now a copy editor for The Post Journal, B was her last in-
depth local interview.)

Has Jamestown seen the last of Lucille Ball?

I would think so, I don’t have anyone left up there; Wospeak of — a few
friends, and we ncwwmmmc:;_ we talk on the phone. Butl to nake a jaunt back
to Jamestown, I hadn't planned it. If things were a litfle bit the same, it
would be different, bt T just have lost so many wonderful (riends that don't
live there or have passed away. I lost another one Just recently that |
absolutely just adored, and thal was Antdrew Scalise

What do vou think about Jamestown? What are your memories? Pretty
goond?

Well, I wasn't really from Jamestown, | was ffom Celoron. My
memories of Celoron are pretty good. 1 don't know thal much about
Jamestown. [ wasn't there very much. 1 lived there a Short time when |
was ill, after T got oul of school. I really was brought up in Celoron

Was there someone in Celoron who had a genvine influence on your
life?

My teacher, Lillian Appleby. Oh, veah,

How much of your sense of humor was formed in Celoron?

My sense of humor has never been (hat — that — been able lo trace it,
because 1 don't have a real sense of humor the way tlaughs) everyhody
thinks 1 do. I'm quite a serious person. I'm able tolinterpret what my
writers write, but — now like my daughter has a sense of humor, what |
call a sense of humor, and a lot of people | know have; bul 1 don't feel |
have. | have a (lair for doing comedy. but not necessarly think it — in my
life.

Lucy, if someone was going to compile o collection of your best T

seenes, could vou give me a couple of your favorite sequences you'd
chinse?

To answer your question quickly, T will say the chocolate factory scene and
the grape crushing —

How "hout the nose?

— and — yes, the one with —a —

Bill Holden?

Bill Holden at the Brown Derby. And [ loved the show I did with Bean
Martin, There are more, bul that's all you want.

Well, not much of your career was accidental, was il? T mean, you
always atmed at everything vou got, didn't you?

I just no, 1 didn't aim al anything except staving in the business,
from the very beginning, That's quite obvious.

With you, it was more hard work than luck, wasn'Lit?

Mo, it was absolute luck, because [ had no talent.

Hal

Now wait @ minute, That's right, Merrill. 1 couldn't sing. I couldn’t
dance, 1 had never acted. I had never been'in front of an audience, except,
what do you call it — uh, 8 small theater, What do you call it? At home?

U'h — Little Theater.

Little Theater, and high school things: 1 had never dong a thing, I was
absolutely untalented, untrained, and 1 got paid for a wonderful apprentice-
ship. Now, vou've got call that what? That's not hard work and guts and
planning That's good luck. And also; the only thing, the only credit I can
take for that is that 1 appreciated it at the time. I didn't think that I
deserved more than T was getting, [ didn't think that I should be some other
place. 1T was so happy to be a part of the business. And 1 think it was a
saving grace because 1 stuck with what ever they gave me and everything
sorl of leads quietly to something better,



