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Ready To Offer
Local Service

By MANLEY J. ANDERSON

The president of a private railroad
he.nd?mrtamd in Little Valley is ready
to offer rail service to the Jamestown
area’ if ‘the (1.5 Hailway dssocibion

- - L tid (s,
%ﬂ ﬁm today from Robert
Dingman who heads the 65-mile-long
i Yor -Railroad serv-
ing needs belween Salamanca and
Cattara and Gowanda to Buffalo;

The USRA, which oversees opern.
tons of Conrail which presently serves
New York's , s expected
to tell April 1 there & nol
enough -traffic. on the former Erje-
Lackawanna line to justify its continu.
ance,

IT this occurs, Dingman sald he
understands the state Transportation
Department would prefer that an estab.
lished Class O

agency will attempt to come up with an
alternative to the present service and
could look to hizs rail line as a last
resort,

"We're they're last card you might
say and they'd rather not play it."
Dingman commented. ;

He went on to say, “We would be
interested if Il were in the eards for
us." The railroad president said his
line would orient traffic from this area
toward Buffalo since the service routes
from there are much better,

Jamestown. to o swit
Buffalo and %enmw
and Western Railroad.

He said his railrond presently is
attempling to obtain property Conrail
ﬁl:rﬁ Lo ndaon, which would ide

private line with added traffic,
Dingman said studies indicate that the
railroad market potential in Erie
County is about four times greater than
Conrail estimates,

He said it is proposed to acquire a
line from South Dayton to Waterboro
and a connection to a line leading into
Jamestown, He said this would provide
the possibility for offering service to
Kennedy, Falconer and Jamestown if
the state DOT is umable to obtain
another line to take over Conrail's
present service,
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Dingman said that among major rail
users on this route are Jamestown's
light plant, Agway Feed Division
Poland Center - the L AT

¢r at Ketnedy and Blackstone
Corp. in.Jamestown
rail head said of Conrail's South-
ern Tier rail line, “We have to face the
realization it 15 not a main line any
more. Conrail's need for it is nil."" He
said traffic gensrated and terminated
between Binghamton on the easlt and
Youngstown on the west is not ade-
quate o support the system in its
e e e B
ingman said the line from Bingh-
amton to New York City s “secured”
ag o result of siate bond issue commit-
ments, He added that the state DOT
feels Conrail has no real commitment
west of Hornell and very little eommii-

ment toegninue op “from-
Bingha

at

mion to Hornell,

He said a New York state shippers
survey is expected to be completed
within a week, Dingman said it is being
prepared by Mike Klass, a ‘state DOT
employee sinee Septemnber 1978 and
formerly a vice president with his line
and # Southern Tier West rail transpor-
tation analyst.

Dingman's rail line began on Oct. 15,
1878, with 14 miles of tracks between
Salamanca and Cataraugus It added
the Buffslo o Gowanda section April
13, 1980, and connected the two sections
Aug. 2. 1980,

He said the line still is being subsi-
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ean add considerably more carloads to
its traffic. He said it now handles about
300 cars & year and needs to reach
2,000-2,500 carloads if it is o operate
without 8 subsidy,

Dingman said it is known that Feili-
Hes using rail service in Kennedy,

Faleoner and Jamestown generale

about 3,000 carloads of traffic a year.
The railroad president said of the
independent  operation, “Our experi
ence is that it's been & lough ballgame.
This is the world's most over-regulated,
over-paperworked industry. We're still
not making it." Dingman noted that the
subsidy for his rail operation began
April 1, 1976,




