NY-Lake Erie Railroad

e

Adds Second Dining

LINDA TOOMEY

GOWANDA — A second dining car,
the newest addition to the New York
Lake Erie HRailroad, is named for
Daniel Webster, an early traveler of
the rail line dating back to a trip from
Piermont -on-the Hudson to Dunkirk in
1851.

Travel by rail has certainly changed
since Webster's first trip along the
same lracks on May 14, 1851, Webster
sat in a rocking chair fastened to an
open carfor most of the two-day trip,

The Daniel Webster dining car offi-
cinlly joined the 'NY ‘& LE's other
diner; The City Of Salamanca. al a

ing for 9 people during the week-end
dini.n&mntnurs]ans on Saturday evening
and day afternoons,

Robert Dingman, owner and operator
of the New York & Lake Erie Railroad,
said the new car is due to the dedicated
work of Charles Hensel and his crew,

“Charlie Hensel saw the potential of
the car and was the engineering force
behind its refurbishing. He was our
engineer, and consultant and chief con-
traclor," Dingman said

Dingman said the refurbishing of the
ecar represents about a $15.000 invest-
ment, while noling the two dining cars
have air conditioning for the summer
and heating when colder weather sets
in. The newest car is o Baltimore &
Ohio coach build around 1930,

The dining train travels at about 10
mph, and diners have no féar of having
to balonce their diner fare. The new
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dining cars have heavier weighted
8 ngﬁswhich reduce the vibration of
rajls, ¢
When NY&LE acquired the car it had
been in & fire, was rusted through in
maost of the flooring and bad & buckleds
exterior, according (o Hensel. He sadl
the first step was to fix the floorings
work could be done in the interige.
082, He told
HE inside walls
ypdition that earpel-
ing was installed febm the floor (o mid-
level of the watls, Paneling and new
er the-top hall of the walls.
it led - thal -Sunday's {rip
usinllefor him: 1t was the first
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The Hensel family
the NY&LE, with Charles

the Dingman family and the assistang
manager of the line, deseribed Hensel
a8 a "A man of all trades,"” making
him a waluable . on  the line,
which hauls fref during the week,
and offers passenger excursions on
weekend,

More information about the dining
excursions or other trips along NY&LE
is available by telephoning 5225242 or
writing NY&LE, 50 Commercial St
Gowanda, NJY. 14070,




