Library Turns

Down Off-Sreet
i

Board Says Move
Unwise Due to

Charter Restriction
es Prendergast Fres L
has decided agalnsi Fi-
“Ing at*hie 1 of jts
property lor off-street purking {a-
eifities. l o 4
The decision was made hy the
Iitrary boatd of tnistess,  headed
by Wesley A, Nord, a1 a meeting

-k -afternoon  in fhe  Hotel

Announcement of  the decision
was:- made by Councilman Erpest
I, Swanzon, chairman of the Pub-
lic Safety’ Committee, late Monday
afternoon, on réeeipt of 4 leltep
from the library hoard, i

The letfer, senl by Gordon Tay-
lor, secretary of the Library
:Fmrﬂ' mtnm:;}n oopy of o reso
tion adopted by the ird at the
F::lgay meeting, mmw
gaid: .

1d:

“While the: lhrary board is ful-
Iv aware of and sympathetic with
the City's need for parking facili-
tes and the progress ihat hos
been made in this area, as well ns
the Lilwary's dependonce upon:in-
eome from the City, it is of the
opinion that, hecause of the legal
reditrictions of iis. chatier prohib-
iting the uee of its property for
other than Library purposes, the
feaw Public Park areazs in the
downtown section, the  poasibility
sible changes tha! may be made
becanse of the Washington Streat
Bricze, it would be unwise al this
time to congider conversion of any
portion of s property 1o use g &

parking area.™

%l'h-e library, the only eome in
Jameztown, is located at 106 West
Fifth Street. In the rest, it has a|
large expanse of jand, suggested
by the Public Safety asx a site for
off-street parking. facilities enrly
tis yoar,

Last Aug. 4, Mr, Swanson made
public. at & Safely Commiltep |
mesti a letter, ted July 24
which had writien 1o the boand

esident ealling attention to the

MIT;J that 11:& had hm}r'd no further
ward on the praposal,

In his letter, he said in part: "1
hope that you and the Bonrd do not
fake this. as-a political issue. The
men &b the Safety Commities,
elected  from  both sides, have
-stuted in open session that they
witll oppose funde o the Nbrary
next January if the City is not
given some consideration.”

- Mr. Swansan commenting on the
library’s decigion this morning said
he felt construction of the Washing-
fon « Street  Bridge would create
more baffie and require  addi-
tional parking space in the area.

About the flibrary’s approprintion
frotn the City got, he said that
was up to the foll Councll and
that he intended to make no spe-
cial urgings one way or the other.

The Hbrary operaies partly on
funds from a trust and yearlvoal
Incation’ fromy the City  budeot,




