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when Peterson was

25 years old, his
first A Field Guide to
the Birds was pub-
lished by Houghton
Mifflin in Boston after
Peterson had been
introduced to the pub-
lisher by John B. May,
state

joined the Bromx Coonty Bird
Club. There he met nine young
men who taught him the tricks of
identitying birds in the field,
muaking it passible for him.

trained as anpgrtist (o pull things
together and give them form in
his first field guide.

From 1934 1 1943 he
became a full member of the
American Omithologists Union
and Educational Director of the
Audubon Societies as well as an
director. His educational leaflets
on birds built the membership of
the Junior Audubon clubs from
100,000 to 300,000 annually.
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color and black and
white by Peterson. The
system of identification
is visual rather than
phylogenetic. Similar
looking birds are
assembled schematical-
ly on pages and key
field marks of Ch&l ac-
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The first printing of 2,000
copies sold out within three
weeks and the book was immedi-
ately reprinted, There have been
four revised and expanded ver-
sions since then, a reported 47
printings and more than
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the great man. Peterson would
always find time to deWate from
the fixed schedule of events to
give his complete and undivided
attention o & youngster or adult
who wanted his attention {or
some matter, which was all
important o the questioner. All
official business stopped while
Peterson let his heart and help go
oul to the one who needed him
miast, regardless of his social sta-
Lus.
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life s goal: birds, birds and more
birds, which he searched for in
the farthest horizons of the globe
from pole 1o pole from sea to
desert, o icy snow peaks.

Lars Eric Lindblad. eminent
director of the excellent travel
ccnt1p;1n;.J‘.|;:1ring !l'us‘namlu. .



