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e Lakewood resident mod-
estlp explained that his duties
wit mittee involve
chairing its meetings, taking
notes and serving as facilitator,
along with helping identify its
resources in undertaking & com-
muni ject,

forn 'Shf:ypm'wlm:: acknowledg-
ig he came up with the idea,
said the committee defined the

ign and raised the money.

- result, o be executed by
Poulin, will be a tableau of three
life-size figures — those of
Clitherine 1), Harris, who -
ed an Underground Railroad
depot at her 12 W, Seventh St
hame; Silas Shegrman, operator

~of @ harness and saddle shop at

-~ his-home on the east side of
street between Third and Fourth
streers: and a slave they are ald-

ingr.b: :

wale. o were instrumental in
sheltering and otherwise caring
fior staves, up to 17 at one Hme,
Enlmy of them en route to Cana-

The brief program a1 Dow
| Park was presided over by Diane
Peterson, & member of the
Tantestown Underground Rail-
road Steering Committee that
has-been active for about 1%
SEdrs. She is also on the plannin,
committee for the Juneteent
Group.

Serving with her are Inez
Alston; Bo%hy cAndrew'” Hick-

GHE?HFC ey; Flarence Hinson;

e Aol

ing History Now’

Shepherd; Dr. Geargiana Slew-
art; Lulu Tu_ﬁ;g, Yivian Taylor;
B. Dolores mpson, city his-
torian; Isabelle Jackson, hon-
arary chairman; Russell E.
Diethrick Jr., treasurer; and
Vickye James, city youth direc-

tor.

Ms, Peterson asked the about
30 people attending to stand in
the area and think back to 1850
when the present park was a
cemetery and part of the neigh-
borhood was known as Little
Africa, with Mrs, Harris” house
still standing on Seventh Street,
marked by a placard.

“The two of them (Mrs, Har-
ris and Shearman) ;11.':1!:__5_11.::.1'._1;[&,'
here in Jamestown,'" she said,
As for the planned tableau,
“'It’s going to be an awesome
sight.”

**A community that fails to
recognize its past has no future,”
spid Mayor Sam Teresi, noting
that the project is important
because ‘it tells us who we dre
and where we ¢ame from,"

Paul Leone, Shepherd and Ms.
Alston were cited by the mayor
as among those contributing o
the final design of the tableau
that was shown as an a artist's
sketch.

**This dream is going to
become a reality by people
working together,” Teresi said,
noting that several others made

input to find an mm e site
for the project in which the city.

Ehllamhrﬂpi-: organizations and
usinesses are working together
fior a common goal.

Poulin said he was approached
about 2% years ago and now
has a vision of his objective.

““These sculptures are going
to be here for hundreds of

ears,’"he said. *"'We are making
istory now. It's only going to
make Jamestown better.”

He invited people to visit his
First Street studio and "“put clay
on the sculpture.”’

Ms, James said there is a
strong desire among the city's

out to  know  about
amestown’s history - who they
are, where they 're=at and how
they got here. :
carfdHowie of the commiom
Iy involvement team al Cummins
Inc. presented a 51,000 check to
Randy Sweency, execulive
director of Chuumu&ua Region
Community Foundation, on
behalf of the umit.

**The energy has all been
from the community, as was that
of the Underground Railroad,™
said Shepherd. He said it is a
marvel of the perseverance of the
abolitionist group in the country.

Leone, Mrs. Thompson and
others were reported as compil-
ing historical information dealing
with the subject.

Shepherd said about $13,000
of the estimated $75,000 10
493 000 total cost of the project
has been realized 1o date, along
with anather 2,000 in pledges.




