HISTeRY eF UNION-NATIONAL,ING., Jumestown,N.Y,
By Leigh E. Burdick

The history of the Union.National,Ine,,today a nationally known
manufagturer of fine furniture,specidlists in Italian provinolal and
contemporary styles, 1s in essence the story of the Nord family which
over a span of 62 years oreated,end nurtured and brousht to full flower
an industriel ccmplex in the [lnest tradition of American Free
enterprise.

The story actually started in Sweden in the early 1880s when
John A, Nord, oldest of four brothers toiling on & small farm in
a depresaion-ridden land, decided to migrate to Ameriea. He came to
Jumestown and obt«ined a, job in the A.0.Norquist faoctory. He was 17
when he started to learn wood ocarv i
Iwo years leter his brother A ff, Word,then 17, caae
asish Carnebe. ; Lot ue Beme L oo
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younger brothers, LZdward €. Nord-and Alfred A, Hord,

In 108§ the three older brothers pooled their resources and
openad a retail fumniture gtore in Last Second Street, John had
gone to night sohool in the Y.M.C,A. to learn enslish,so he and
Zdward waited on the trade while August firove a horse nd wagon to
make deliveries, The buslness flourished and moved to larcer
guarters in Esst Second Street,

The stage was set for the birth of a new furniture industry
when the three younger brothers decided they wanted to make furniture,

The Union Furniture Sompany wes started in 1901 in a little
building in Orescent Stireet, still a part of the sprawling complex
of the present industry. The building had housed a small plant which
made bicyole handlebars, but which had fadled, The three brothers,
August,fldward and Alfred had a starting capital of $10,000, most of
which came when ke August and Edward sold out their interest
in the Nord Furniture Store to the elder Johj who eontinued to
operate it until his death many years later,

The beginning of the Hhion:—lhmi‘t_wg was so small that tThe
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produstion totaled 1@ “worti of conblNETIONTSOokeaBesTAnd
Gesks, an item popular at the time and retailing from $2§ to §

The entire foree totaled eight men, inoluding the hard-working
brnthﬂ“'h three or four more years the entire bullding was utlllzed
and the produotion doubled. The plent started making book cases,
then ohina elosets and other 1tamn;: ihmnt:ale:tﬁ::a started
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2 y ets widened.New factory
plant's réputation as a maker of dining room 8 e Aovk Torat
buildings went up on the Orescent Street looation and © Etze iz
grew ever larger. New machinery was constantly added. By *© "

’ exceeded 200 men.
s 1tIn;giﬁi the National Furnitire Jdo. was absorbed giﬁriﬁi
Blaokstone Ave. plant was operated separately to ?Wd““:hm zoe
furniture. The overall work foree was expanded to moTe .
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