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Van Stee Corp.

Is A Furniture
Industry Survivor,
Celebrates 50 Years

By MANLEY . ANDERSON

A fourth generation Jamestown farniture
campany is ane of the few survivers from
the halevon era when the city ranked as
national leader in the wood segment of the
indusiry.

The Van Stee Corp., at 200 Crescent St.,
traces ifs origins w Jaeob Van Stee whoo
immi rmlu.l rom his native Holland at the
age ol 2, settling with his family in Grand
Rapids, Mich., and coming te Jamesiown
when he wis about 19 vears old.

“I'm the fourth generation of the compa-
ny,’ ﬂc.ull A. Van Stee, company president
snich My dad 18 semi-active in the busi-
AeRs HL startedron Sept, 9, 14946, |r| | we
COMpKI ! Aid

Hnml V.m Stie, Scolt's father, was ﬂw
company s president until recently when the
Q’mnmn passed on ta his son, The vounger

an Stee sald his parents live in Florida
from Labor Day 10 Memaorial Day, while
during the summers his father comes into
the plunt five or six hous o day,

As president, Van Stee is plunning a two-
phase improvement program once the vacant
adjacent Union-National Inc. building is
demolished,

Part of 1he land 1o be acquired from
lumestown Urban Renewal Agency 15 1o be
used o provide an improved location for
unlonding lumber which now is unloaded in
the street.

The first priority is an aceess roud for use
by the lumber tricks in loading and tinload-
m{.: and the second phise mmheq a plnnned

DO-square-toot addition a5 o manufactur-
[m'. area primarily and warehouse secondari-

Completion is seen as resulting in hiring **
af five or six more employees, depending on
business levels: (s

Van Stee said Grand Rapids once relgned  a
is the LS, capital of wooden furniture but
this distinction passed on 10 Jamesiown, nol-  si
ing-he has been told that at one time there ar
were more than 45 furniture factories locil-  gr
Iy, Wery few remain.

“We've been strictly bedroom.”” the fur-  wi
niture man said of Van Stee’s place in the m
industry. He said that in the 1950s the com- T}
pany wils the country”s largest manufacturer  co
of beds and headbourds only, selling 40,000 e
bed ends a vear. an
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